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Parish Council Updates - April 2026 

National Landscape Management Plan Review 

The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires that all Local Authorities covering the 

North Devon National Landscape act together to review their Management Plan every five years.  

Following a hear of stakeholder and public consultation, we are pleased with the full draft of the 

Management Plan 2026-2031. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the process.  

 

The plan now moves into the process of formal adoption by relevant authorities including 
consultation with Natural England, the production of a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
report and presentation to Council cabinet and committees. 
Likely timeline for adoption will be by July 2026. The current management plan and policies be 
in use until adoption of the reviewed plan.  
 
We will be reaching out to the North Devon Coast National Landscape (NDCNL) Partnership for 
input into the associated 5-year delivery plan.  
 

State of the National Landscape 2025 

As part of the Management Plan review process, we have completed the State of the National 
Landscape 2025 Report. This report pulls together the data and information gathered by the 
National Landscape team, with its partners including Natural England, for the National 
Landscape; and from other sources as indicated. It presents data collated in the autumn of 2025 
alongside comparable data from annual reviews and reports, where such exists, or to 
alternative. 
 
The report is packed with interesting data, graphs and maps. The full report is available on our 
website. State of the National Landscape Report 2025 – North Devon Coast  
 

Partnership Recruiting Members 

The North Devon Coast National Landscape are recruiting new community members to join our 
Partnership. We are also recruiting for the position of Chair.  
 
You would be joining  local people, organisations and representatives of statutory agencies, on 
the Partnership in an advisory role,  to ensure that the natural beauty of the North Devon Coast 
National Landscape is conserved and enhanced for future generations.   
 
As a member of the  Partnership you would meet formally three times a year, you would 
champion the National Landscape, provide advice, and help develop policy that would  guide the 
North Devon Coast National Landscape team’s work within the area.  
 
Following the most recent review of the National Landscape Management Plan, the Partnership 
is seeking people who are passionate about the North Devon Coast, its communities, 
accessibility, environment and who want to ensure the North Devon Coast remains a special 
place.   
 
People from our local communities are important in advising the Partnership on community 
issues and priorities and we currently have vacancies for Community Members   
 
Is this something you think you would be interested in?  

https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/
https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/resources/state-of-the-national-landscape-report-2025
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Current Projects 

Finding Nature’s Footprints 

The 3-year National Lottery Heritage Funded project, Finding Nature’s Footprints has officially 
come to a close. Jess Giblett coordinating public engagement, citizen science, actions for nature 
and local nature recovery priorities. Working with communities to identify nature recovery 
priorities for Nature Recovery actions. As part of the project, the team have been working with 
communities to identify nature recovery priorities. The Nature Recovery Priorities for 
Georgeham and Croyde are now live on our website and can be found here.  
 
These are live and adapting 

plans so please feel free to 

feed back. The hope is that 

these plans will steer future 

project work and 

collaboration for nature.  

 
The North Devon Coast 
National Landscape 
Partnership are developing 
an Expression of Interest to 
the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund – Landscape 
Connections. Get in touch 
for more information.  
 

Farming in Protected Landscapes funding to continue to March 2029   

Since 2021 the North Devon Coast National Landscape Team have been delivering grants 
from the Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme on behalf of Defra. Working alongside a 
decision-making panel of local farmers and environmental experts £700,000 of funding has 
been awarded to projects focused on increasing resilience to climate change, enhancing 
biodiversity, and supporting nature friendly, environmentally sustainable farm businesses. 
 
In North Devon and Torridge our dedicated farmers and land managers have taken action on 
over 1000ha of land. This has included creating or restoring 11 ponds, 2.6 km of hedges, 115 
hectares of wildlife rich habitat and planted over 2,100 trees. Other projects have also included 
activities to support wildlife, such as traditional woodland coppicing, and creating riparian 
buffers, and improving access with the installation of accessible gates and footpath resurfacing. 
Our farmers and land managers have also pioneered the use of GPS cattle collars to 
simultaneously enable conservation grazing and improve public access, helping to restore 
coastal heathlands and shifting sand dunes. Many projects have included elements of 
collaboration between neighbours or with local schools.   
 
During 2024/25, as part of the FiPL programme delivery, the Historic Building Restoration Grant 
was developed, allocating £74,300 to restore farm buildings, and £38,800 for projects that 
improved access to the countryside. Farming in Protected Landscapes (FiPL) 

https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/
https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/findingnaturesfootprints/training-v2/make-difference
https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/farming-protected-landscapes
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Small Grants Scheme 

Projects supported by SDF 2025-26 

Over the last 12 months our Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) has been supporting a range 
of projects across the North Devon. 

• Surf and Conservation Film Festival – Earth Action North Devon & World Surfing Reserve 
• Ilfracombe Shelter Murals – Silk Crystal 
• Wish You Were Here…– Photography and Arts Project 
• Community Orchard, Brimlands Playing Field – Ilfracombe 
• Green Fingers Allotment Carpentry Club – CEET 
• Refresher and further Environmental Educational teacher training – Environmental 

Educational Consultancy 
• Ilfracombe Aquarium – Exhibition improvements 
• Northam Burrows Weather Station – North Devon Biosphere 
•  

 

National Landscape Community Fund 

The 2026-27 grant will be open for applications soon under the new name of National 
Landscape Community Fund. To find out more keep an eye on our Facebook and Instagram 
pages. National Landscape Community Fund

https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/
https://www.northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/our-work/grants
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Grant Funding April 2026 – March 2027 – Please Promote!  

Farming in Protected Landscapes 

Supporting Nature/Climate/People/Place projects on farms and land holdings £1k-£25k per 
project. Project funding available until 2029!  
Contact Jemima.Western@Devon.gov.uk  

30by30 – 30% of land protected for nature by 2030 

Capital projects that can demonstrably enable work towards 30by30 that can demonstrate 
purpose, protection and management of in-situ conservation 
Contact Chrissie.Ingle@Devon.gov.uk 

Access for All 

Funding available for projects improving access to and within the National Landscape. 
Contact Laura.Carolan@Devon.gov.uk  

National Landscape Community Fund 

Small grants to support local projects that help to deliver actions and objectives in the NDCNL 
Management Plan. £250-£4k per project. Project may include, but are not limited to 
interpretation, arts engagement and citizen science. 
Contact Laura.Carolan@Devon.gov.uk  

Publicity and Communications 

Events Calendar for activities in and around the AONB - northdevoncoast-nl.org.uk/events 
Or subscribe to our bi-monthly E-news. 
  

 

Joe Newberry 
National Landscape Manager 
  
North Devon Coast National Landscape 
Designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
Taw View 
Barnstaple 
North Devon EX31 1EE 
T: +44 (0) 1392 388476 
North Devon Coast National Landscape 
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