North Devon World Surfing Reserve report 2026
Last year the North Devon World Surfing Reserve received a $10,000 grant from the Save The Waves Coalition in the USA  and £5,000 from Dryrobe for the Coastal Rivers Project. Coastal Rivers Project | ND Surf Reserve
Teaming up with Earth Action North Devon and the National Trust, this is a new pilot project aimed at protecting and restoring rivers, helping to mitigate the expected impacts of climate change and improve water quality within the surf reserve. Essentially putting natural interventions into the Combesgate Valley with a view to fundraising for the whole of the coastal rivers that enters the Reserve. So far, the National Trust team has completed 27 interventions involving the removal and the breaking up of historic land drains and the installation of nature-based measures including leaky dams, baffles and ponds. Water testing is underway with the NT but initial findings are positive with lots of plastic being recovered too.
The NT continue to do varied work across their land including the introduction of water buffalo up on Exmoor!
Closer to home, Croyde was the second highest polluted surf beach in the UK last year and subjected to 721.8hrs of sewage pollution. An investigation is targeting South West Water over sewage discharges from an overflow on Baggy Point, which impacts the bathing water area, along with other potential sources. Another investigation with The Times revealed that South West Water allegedly illegally dumped sewage 113 times directly next to Croyde Bay in 2025.
The World Surfing Reserve is now focussed on improving the Crydda. The next stage of the Coastal Rivers Project.
Coordinated through Earth Action North Devon and working with the UNESCO Biosphere, Nat Landscapes and John Fowler. We aim to improve water quality into the sea. The difference with this project is that water testing is happening right now through citizen science and the Smart Biosphere platform. Smart Biosphere
Here's the data from the last 3 weeks' testing. Results above 1000 E coli per 100ml are considered "Poor". Good news is that the sea shows no bacteria, however the river is a concern.

	
	06/04/2026
	13/04/2026
	20/04/2026

	Sea
	0
	0
	0

	Beach
	2200
	1400
	200

	Village Hall
	1300
	900
	2400

	Baptist Church
	1200
	4200
	1400

	Forda
	0
	200
	300

	Georgeham Tributary
	500
	1300
	4500



In order to held fund interventions, we are hosting a Surf & Conservation Festival in Freshwell camping again this year. The dates are 21st 22nd August. The World Surfing Reserve is also developing a digital fundraising tool to support this and we're hoping that all the local businesses will support financially too.

A local film has been produced for the Save The Waves Film Festival that will be shown here and the rest of the UK. This film focuses on the work being done in North Devon on this very subject. - not a witch hunt for SSW

