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Following a visit last year from Devon Communities Together at Georgeham Village Hall and a presentation about the Devon Communities Resilience Forum, a few of us decided to get together to develop a community emergency plan for Georgeham and Croyde. Communities across the UK are being encouraged to do so in the eventuality of flooding, power cuts and other possible emergency situations. The aim of the plan is to have it uploaded to a secure website where it can be viewed by emergency services in the event of an crisis to see what resources our community has in place.
We have met several times and have held two public meeting, one in Croyde Village Hall and one in Georgeham Village Hall, both well-attended by local people willing to become involved in the event of an emergency and to offer local knowledge and resources. 
The Community Emergency Plan is near completion and will be checked by the Devon Forum before being accepted for upload. It has also been identified that our parish is well placed in times of crises and many local farmers, businesses and residents often come together when needed. Some concerns were raised about vulnerable members of the parish and to that end we have created a Whatsapp Community Group (telephone tree) where smaller, neighbourhood groups can join in order to receive or post messages in times of need. This ensures that members can reach out for help but maintains privacy as only their personal contacts can see their numbers so it is discreet. So far there are 25 groups within the community covering almost 100 residents from Georgeham and Croyde.
Registering the Community Emergency Plan will allow us to apply for funding which we hope to spend on walkie talkies to allow communication between the two villages should there be a significant power outage and also to ensure we have connectivity to allow us to use the generators so generously offered for use in emergencies. We would also like to afford to place regular reminders about emergency resilience in the Crydda which incurs an expense.
The steering group is essentially just four members but several residents have been extremely helpful in the development of the plan. Once the plan is complete it will need reviewing regularly.
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