Georgeham Climate Plan

 Renewable Energy Project - Update April 2026
Background
The Georgeham Climate Plan was initiated by the Parish Council in 2019. It consists of a number of themes and actions directed towards the parish reaching net-zero carbon emissions by 2035 or as nearly as possible. The main themes are: making homes in the parish more efficient through improved insulation and low carbon heating systems; encouraging the take up of electric vehicles; promoting the installation of rooftop solar panels and storage batteries; and the development of wind and solar renewable electricity generation.

This report focusses on recent work to investigate the feasibility of installing two 1MW wind turbines close to the Georgegham Primary Substation at Spreacombe.

Initial investigation in 2022

The council received a grant of £10,000 from the National Lottery Fund in 2022 to develop a climate plan for the parish. As part of this an initial feasibility study into the potential for renewable energy was carried out. This work identified a number of sites suitable for solar PV arrays, and two sites with potential for wind turbines. This work essentially mapped all the possible constraints for deploying renewable energy including, for example, being outside the AONB (National Landscape) and a suitable distance from residential properties. Following these recommendations the National Grid was contacted to identify the availability of connection capacity to the local grid network. This indicated that their was capacity at the Georgeham Primary Substation at Spreacombe to connect around 2MW of generation. The two wind sites identified in the initial study are reasonably close to the substation so it was decided to pursue this idea of installing two1MW turbines. The landowners of the two sites were contacted and were happy to support a community energy project on their land. In return they would receive an annual payment depending on the annual generation from the turbines.

Latest work

In September 2025 the Government announced the Great British Energy Community Fund to support local community energy projects. 361 Community Renewables is the local community energy group working in North Somerset and submitted an application for a grant to carry out a more detailed feasibility study into the project. A grant of £40,000 was awarded in January 2026; work started in February and should be complete by the end of May 2026. This work will specify the make and size of turbine, confirm the availability and cost of a grid connection, show the impact on the local landscape, map the noise profile, determine the access route for the turbine components, and identify the costs of installing the turbines including delivery to site, laying the foundations, and installing any cabling.

Once all this data is gathered the study will calculate the overall costs of the project and estimate the potential income from the sale of the electricity generated. This information will be used to build a financial model for the project that will show the income and expenditure over the projected 25 year lifetime of the project and determine whether the project is financially viable.

The initial estimates are that the project will cost around £4million.

Future work

If the initial study shows that the project is technically and financially viable, a second stage of work will be carried out leading to the application for planning consent. At the same time various sources of finance for the project will be investigated. This will include the issuing of a community share offer which will invite the local community to buy shares in the project. Residents and groups can typically purchase between £250 and £100,000 worth of shares. The area of focus of the share offer will start with the local area and slowly expand out over two or three months until the target is reached or the decision is taken to look for further finance. This could include a loan from the Great British Energy Fund or from bank finance.

If this stage is successful then fundraing for the project will be carried out and contracts for the delivery of the project will be sought. Work could start in 2027 and be completed in 2027 or 2028.

Community benefits

· The following benefits could  flow from the project:

· Cheaper electricity to local residents connected to the Georgeham Substation.

· A Community Benefit Fund of around £20,000 to £30,000 a year available to local community organisations.

· Local ownership and control of the project through buying shares and becoming members of 361 Community Renewables with a vote at the annual AGM.

· Reduction in carbon emissions from the parish helping to address climate change.

· Greater energy resilience in the event of loss of connection to the main electricity grid due to extreme weather events or the impact of global events on the supply of gas.
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