Annual Parish Meeting Report: 29 April 2025

Chair’s report 2024 - 2025

1.

I wish to begin by thanking the team of Councillors for their commitment and
teamwork during the last year. | particularly want to thank our Responsible
Financial Officer, and Clerk, Sue Keane, who modernised our business practices
and moved our accountancy to online through the Scribe Accountancy Package.
I include in my thanks the work of our District Councillors, and County Councillor
who work generously to keep the Council informed of influences from the wider
environment. Everyone on the team has a role to play in the work which is done
for the parish.

Finance: The government has tightened the scrutiny of financial management
processes in recent years. GPC was not complying with the accountancy rules
for the management of Charitable Trusts, and so the Georgeham Playing Field
Trust accounts have been separated from the Council accounts. Dealing with
banks, the Charity Commission, Land Registry etc is time-consuming, but it has
created clarity and simplifies the end of year reporting and scrutiny.

General Work of the Council: The day-to-day work of the Council is reported in
the published Minutes, and we welcome the attendance of members of the
public at meetings. We continue to survey and arrange repair and improvement
to the Parish Footpath Network, which is significant in drawing visitors to the
area.

We have moved the Speed Monitor and analysed the data generated. We remain
convinced that the chief benefit of the Monitor is to remind people to slow down.
Grass cutting and hedge/bank management is a significant cost to the Parish.
Safety of the users of public space, walkers and cyclists on narrow roads without
footpaths, is the main driver. This is not always straightforward in a rural area
when Highways, Landowners and Householders are legally responsible for
managing their own boundaries in some places. Responsibility can be blurred
when gardens are shortened by fences, and banks and hedges are ignored.
Commenting on Planning Applications takes time and preparation ahead of
meetings.

The Croyde Bridge Bus shelter was recently completed. This has taken time
and patience. Negotiating with the District Planning about wheelchair access;
width of the canopy to accommodate double-decker buses, Southwest Water
about pipes etc, required dogged determination to agree a final design.



Play Park Maintenance and Repair is monitored, and we have worked with
District to access s106 funds to improve Croyde Play Park. Nik Zarza will say
more about Georgeham Play Park.

General Maintenance work goes on quietly throughout the year. Much of this
work is done by volunteers as well as by local contractors, saving the parish
money, and often dealing with issues speedily. Thank you to the councillors,
farmers, neighbours and friends who turn up ‘trumps’ when needed.

Future Plans: The Council will continue to work with other agencies, and
organisations who have the well-being of the parish at heart. We are required by
the County Council to have a Community Resilience Plan. Please look at the
display board and consider if you could contribute to take this forward.

Work on the Churchyard boundary walls continues. Please see the display
boards and talk to me and other councillors to understand more.

CONCLUSION

Itis a pleasure to work with a team of active volunteers in the spirit of community
service. Councillors are all volunteers, and do not act as Councillors for personal gain.
We are mostly retired people, some of whom are older than others. Please consider the
potential for improving where you live, that being part of this baseline tier of local
government offers, and join in. There are opportunities to learn about the roles and
responsibilities, and support and encouragement is always available.

Maggie Beaumont

Chair Georgeham Parish Council



