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Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday,

20 March 2025 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.

Chaired by: Councillor M Beaumont

Clerked by: Sue Keane

Present: Councillors Agenda: -
Representations from the public
M Beaumont Apologies
E Williams Declarations of Interest
S Maddocks (also District Councillor) Approval of the Part | the minutes of the Parish
J Young Council Meeting held on 13 February 2025
J Collins Reports
T Luxton Planning
N Zarza Planning Correspondence
Finance
District and County Councillor Maskell To consider responses to matters raised under

Public Participation

on 13 February 2025
Correspondence
Urgent items raised by the Chairman
Items raised by Councillors / Clerk
Part 2 confidential
Date and time of next meeting

To be noted — lan Roome MP came along before the meeting and shared an update on his
activities on behalf of North Devon. He expressed his sympathy for the parish’s concerns
regarding the 60 day camping rule and had agreed to speak to the District Council on this matter.
Clerk to thank lan for his attendance and support.

220

Apologies.
Councillor Hare was unable to attend and sent apologies.

220
220.1

220.2

220.3

220.4

220.5

Representations from the public.

Planning application 79853 2 Davids Cottages Cloutmans Lane Croyde

A local resident raised concerns regarding the size and character of the extension next to a
traditional cottage. There were also concerns about the loss of light and privacy that would result
in the construction of a garage which would overlook their property and would be out of character
for the area

The architect for the development spoke on behalf of the homeowners in response to comments
posted on the planning portal. He stated that the development had been designed with the
Neighbourhood Plan in mind and was not overtly modern. Pre-application advice had been taken.
The design would minimise loss of light and privacy. The garage would be used as such as would
the proposed office, and there would be no additional bedrooms above the 4 existing ones.
Access would remain unchanged, with an easement for the adjacent bungalows.

A member of the public expressed their concerns about the size of the proposed redevelopment,
and access to the site.

A member of the public sent in an email regarding application 79971 Montague Vineyard Land
adjacent to Broadway Lane, Croyde. They expressed their concerns about the unattractive
exposed steel cables. They also have concerns about site access down a narrow lane which is
also steep and rough surfaced. The tree planting on site has been of non-native conifers. The
vines will need spraying with chemicals which could be negatively affecting the local flora and
fauna.

Email from a member of the public regarding the condition of a public bench and a request for it's
repair.

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held
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221
221.1-3

221.4

221.3

To consider responses to matters raised under Public Participation.
Application 79853 Refer to item 224.2

Application 79971 Refer to item 224.5

A contractor has been secured to review and evaluate any repairs needed to GPC benches. This
will commence as soon as he has finished his current work. Clerk to inform the parishioner.

222

County and District reports.

2221

County Councillor Maskell.
Councillor Maskell’s report was circulated prior to the meeting and highlighted the following areas;-

An update on the options for splitting Devon into several unitary authorities. This is still work in
progress with DCC submitting 5 options. NDC are submitting one option, which splits Devon into
three Unitary Authorities of one district (Plymouth), four districts (Torbay, South Hams,
Teignbridge and West Devon, and five districts (North Devon, Torridge, Mid Devon, East Devon
and Exeter). The new final proposals for Devon must be submitted to central government in
November 2025 and in the meantime it is business as usual with DCC and NDC.

Several road closures were highlighted including an overnight closure by South West Water from
7pm on 31 March until 7am on the 1 on the Georgeham Road.

222.2

District Councillors Maddocks and Maskell.

Both councillors attended a meeting with the Biosphere Partnership and other stakeholders this
week, to hear about their plans to monitor the water quality in Croyde Bay all year round. They
have been given funding for a Buoy which would be anchored in the bay and give real time data
about water quality. They also propose to monitor water in the three streams which feed into the
bay to see how much pollution is coming from the land.

223

Declarations of Interest.

Councillor Maddocks expressed an interest in planning applications 79879 and 79971 and did not
participate in discussions or voting

224

2241

Planning.

Councillor Maddocks in his capacity as North Devon Councillor states that any opinions expressed
during discussions of the following planning applications represent a preliminary view and he will
naturally reconsider the application fresh when presented all the facts at principle level.

To consider the following Applications:
79841 - Land adjacent to Forda Hill Farm Forda Croyde EX33 1JG
Conversion of barn into single dwelling

Councillor Williams proposed refusal of this application, seconded by Councillor Maddocks, with
the following comments. The vote to refuse was unanimous and the motion carried.

GPC noted that this application forms part of a series of similar applications in the Parish relying
on the policy for reuse of rural buildings now that Class Q permitted development rights have been
removed from protected landscapes. All of these applications are in prominent visible positions in
the protected landscape. Reference was made to planning applications 79446 and 79138.

GPC feel there is insufficient evidence in this application (especially in relation to the access) to
support permission being granted.

Ref. Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan (GNP) policy BE5 This proposal is well outside the
development boundary and also within the North Devon Coast National Landscape (formerly
referred to as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty).
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224.2

The barn is in an isolated and elevated position surrounded by fields. The landscape character
will be adversely affected should this development be permitted.

Ref. Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan policy NE1 The field is prominent in the landscape and
viewed from the popular public footpath walking routes along the upper ridge of Saunton Down
that link Braunton to Croyde and Georgeham. Public footpaths 15 and 6 in particular.

There are currently no regular (if any) vehicle movements across the field. The field across which
access to the barn relies on is grass, expansive and at an elevated level sloping steeply in parts
towards the south.

The proposed access for the barn is from Georgeham Road at the sharp bend at Forda and is
subject to flooding. There is potential for slippage on the steep access route outlined. Access to
this development should be part of the planning application.

There is no waste provision included in the application. There does not seem to be current mains
water or foul water facility onsite. Provision should be included within the application.

The ecological survey identified bat assemblages of county level importance in the area. The light
survey provided focuses on inside light rather than light spillage and not on mitigation of light
spillage in a rural area especially one with such a bat assemblage. The importance seems
discounted.

This proposal relates to a building that does not seem to have been used for agriculture since it
was constructed. Also the surveyors report refers to the structure as not being on concrete so It
appears that the conversion requires the creation of foundations to support it.

This planning application appears to rely on Policy DM27 of the North Devon and Torridge Local
Plan. The requirements set out in DM27 itself do not appear to be met and in any event the
proposal appears to be in conflict with other planning policies.

Although the development is described as being affordable, without a section 106 in place there is
nothing to substantiate this claim.

The proposal is also in contravention of Neighbourhood Plan items H3 and BE2

79853 at 2 Davids Cottages Cloutmans Lane Croyde Braunton Devon EX33 1ING
Alterations to dwelling to include ground and second floor extensions, erection of a double garage
and associated works

Councillor Williams proposed refusal of this application with the following comments. Seconded by
Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.

Although (subject to concerns expressed by neighbours regarding loss of privacy and light) there
was general support for the design and layout for the house extension GPC have recommended
refusal because of concerns about the proposed garage.

The garage is hardly mentioned in the design and access statement.

The introduction of the garage changes the character of the area.

There is concern regarding the garage and its potential use. It is to be built where there is
currently parking for 3 cars for the property. The property is currently used as a holiday let and will
need to maintain this parking provision.

With an additional room in the house for an office and a large garage there is potential for them
both to be used for extra bedrooms, particularly if it is to be a holiday home. This would put a
strain on the off road parking and access to a from the site.

There is currently a pull in area next to the road that has been used for many years for traffic to
pull over and allow cars to pass by. This will be affected by the creation of the garage and
potentially impede traffic along the road.
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224.3

There is an issue with the height of the garage, overlooking the neighbouring property, reducing
privacy and blocking light.

There is a risk that new development, or ‘improvements’ to existing property, has an over-
urbanising impact which is not in character with a rural village.

The area is a setting for the conservation area, and would have an impact on that area. It is on
footpath 48.

There is no space for storage of waste other than along the road which would also affect the
character of the area.

79879 - Cherry Tree Farm Croyde Braunton Devon EX33 1NH
Extension to operating period of established campsite

Councillor Luxton recommended refusal of this application, seconded by Councillor Williams
Unanimous vote in agreement (councillor Maddocks abstained)

This is probably the largest campsite in Croyde approx. 20 acres. Its size and location make it
distinct from other nearby campsites. Any changes are bound to have an effect on both the
landscape and the ecology of the area.

There are potential issues around access and traffic. The site runs next to footpath 26, with
access over footpath 26.

The content of the application is inconsistent, and does not deal with disposal of trade waste,
although campsites tend to be large producers of waste.

The proposal is outside the development line and in a highly visible location. It is visible from
roads, bridleways and footpaths despite the application saying the contrary.

There is no need or justification for this application. The GPC wants to promote an area of mixed
provision and this extension will change the balance of provision with no need being
demonstrated.

There is concern that there is already evidence of new hardstanding being put down, and the
nature of the countryside being altered.

This represents intensification of land use, and could be seen as setting a precedent for the many
other campsite in the area which currently open from Easter to the end of September.

The season at Camping@Croyde Bay is 28 April to end of September and That at Ocean Pitch is
Easter until the end of September. These are both in prominent positions in the landscape.

The campsite duration at Cherry Tree has already been extended from around two months to five
months in April 2021 during the special circumstances of the Covid era.

Reference Neighbourhood Plan ED4;

a There should be no significant harm to the character of the landscape.

d On campsites a seasonal restriction will prevent identifiable harm to the character and amenity
of the countryside.
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224.4

224.5

79138 at Land off Hole Cleave Road Darracott Braunton Devon EX33 1JG
Conversion of rural building to a custom and self-build dwelling together with use of barns for
domestic storage (amended plans)

Councillor Maddocks proposed refusal of this application with the following comments seconded
by Councillor Zarza and unanimously agreed.

This is one of three applications for the same property, converting a stable block into a dwelling.

Reference DM 26 replacement dwellings in the countryside in the Local Plan.

(a) the replacement dwelling respecting the character of the surroundings and is no more visually
intrusive than that of the existing dwelling; and

(b) the new dwelling offering a positive enhancement to the quality of design and /or level of
sustainability when compared to that being replaced.

The parish council stand by the comments made previously under applications 74539 and 78501

The height of the building will have to increase. It is a new roof, not reusing or repurposing any
materials.

The Land Visual Impact statement has been updated in 2025. It states there will not be any real
change to the landscape. This is not correct — it is changing from a stables to a house, with all the
implications to vehicle movement, storage of domestic waste etc that this entails.

The plan is reliant on keeping a store shed in place, and additional planting to mitigate light
pollution.

79971 Montague Vineyard Land adjacent to Broadway Lane, Croyde, Braunton
Prior notification for the erection of an agricultural barn for the storage of machinery and materials

GPC are not requested to provide comments on this application but have chosen to do so.

Councillor Luxton proposed GPC send a letter to the Planning Officer, seconded by Councillor
Beaumont and unanimously agreed (Councillor Maddocks abstained)

224.6

Other Planning
Recently decided applications

78838

27 Sandy Way Croyde Braunton Devon EX33 1PP

Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of new dwelling (amended plans)
Decision:

Approved

79675

5 Bonnicott Lane Croyde EX33 1PU

Extension, erection of porch and replacement of conservatory to provide additional living space
Decision:

Approved
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79674

Land at Pickwell Barton Georgeham Braunton Devon EX33 1LA
Approval of details in respect of discharge of conditions 5 (Biodiversity Gain Plan) & 6 (HMMP)
attached to planning permission 78580 (Excavation works to create a network of two ponds)

Decision:
Approved

79707

Lan Y Mor Long Close Croyde Braunton Devon EX33 1NH
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 78334 (variation of
condition 2 (plans) attached to planning permission 72591 (erection of a replacement dwelling) to

allow for amended design
Decision:

Approved
225 Finance.
225.1 Balances.
Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 14.03.25 £4,717.24
Lloyds Bank Business Instant Access Savings Account as at 14.03.25 £111,465.45
This includes £46,000 contingency funds and £18,414.63 S106 upfront payment for Croyde
Playpark
225.2 To authorise the following payments by BACS:
North Devon Council Salary recharge inc. admin fee £1,676.49
Edwards Electrical Investigate cabling Glebefield £487.00
J Young Reimbursement land registry search £14.00
L Rulton Hedge cutting by playing field £160.00
DALC Year End audit training (clerk) £42.00
NALC Training on new planning framework (N Zarza) £42.00
B Osborne Georgeham Churchyard groundworks £465.00
Proposed by Councillor Williams
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks
Vote All in agreement
Authorised by Councillor Zarza 21.0..25
225.3 Ratification of the following DD and card payments:
DD payments
BT 03.03.2025 Broadband £39.72
Source water 17.03.2025 | Pavilion £79.95
EDF 17.02.2025 Glebefield car park £138.00
EDF 17.03.25 Glebefield carpark £138.00
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EDF 11.03.2025 Georgeham toilets £273.74
Debit card payments
PO counters 24.02.25 Postage £3.30
Tesco stores 18.02.2025 | Mobile phone first payment £7.00
BJ’s 10.03.2025 Stationary £10.49
Fields in Trust 10.02.25 Annual membership £65.00
PO counters 10.03.25 Postage £1.65

Proposed by Councillor Williams

Seconded by Councillor Maddocks

Vote All in agreement

2254

Review of monthly finance reports (circulated)
A new GPC auditor has been secured, Julie Snooks, audit year 24/25 appointed February 2025

New EDF electricity contracts agreed for pavilion and Glebefield 12 months. EDF supply for
Georgeham to be ported to a small business account to reduce costs.

225.5

GPC mobile phone - £7 per month contract. To pay a standing order to the clerk for this amount
1%t of each month, starting April 2025

Proposed by Councillor Maddocks

Seconded by Councillor Luxton

Vote unanimously agreed

226

Matters arising from minutes of the last meeting .

226.1

Resilience presentation from Devon Communities Together.

Presentation on 27 February, names of potential volunteers taken.

The resilience planning meeting at Langtree was attended by one of the potential volunteers who
reported back.

Next step for interested parties to arrange a kick off meeting to set up a working group and project
leader.

Clerk to offer for GPC to pay for a meeting at Georgeham Village Hall, we will send a
representative to the first meeting

227.2

Neighbourhood Plan review
Still work in progress, on the agenda as a rolling item

227.3

60 day camping
Review email from CARA (circulated)
Email sent to Beth Coles and other NDC personnel (circulated)

228

Correspondence.
No correspondence

229

Urgent items raised by the Chair.
No urgent items raised

229.1

Tree management at Croyde playpark
The trees need a survey and some attention

Clerk to get 2 quotes

230

Items raised by the clerk/councillors.
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230.1

Glebe field and lights

There are ongoing issues with the lights tripping out and the electrician has been reviewed the
situation. The cabling is damaged and needs replacing with a more robust cable in a conduit
(currently no conduit protection)

Quotes —
Contractor 1 £11,216.00 inc VAT
Contractor 2 £7,712 inc VAT

Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to accept the lower quote, after the clerk has ascertained what
guarantees come with the work.

Seconded by Councillor Maddocks

Vote all agreed with one abstention

230.2

Annual parish meeting 29 April — agree planning, content and marketing

Assign tasks and a working group

Councillors Beaumont and Zarza will have an initial meeting and invite other councillors to
contribute.

230.3

Management of refugia

Item raised by Councillor Williams

Quote received £450

Agreement to proceed speedily to avoid nesting season.

Proposed Councillor Williams, seconded Councillor Beaumont. Vote all in agreement.
Clerk to arrange for the work to be done during the next week.

230.4

Parish forum on emergency planning
12 March Brynsworthy.
Councillors Beaumont and Williams attended remotely. Nothing new to report back.

230.5

Ongoing misuse of the toilets at Georgeham

Quote for a timed lock has been circulated, Councillor Zarza will get some costs to fit it then the
council can look at some overall costs.

Suggestion to get CCTV outside the toilets- on hold for now.

231

Reports.

2311

Croyde Play Park. Councillor Zarza

Ongoing project. 80% of S106 funds have been received.

Work commencing end of March/beginning of April with the aim of avoiding close down over
Easter.

231.2

Croyde Skate Park Councillor Maddocks
Nothing to report

232.3

Georgeham play park — Councillor Zarza

Extension has been given to ‘use by date’ for £500 Councillor grant for a swing at Georgeham
playpark— how best to utilise.

Councillor Zarza and clerk to source a swing Councillor Maddocks to store

2324

Potholes — Councillors Cox and Hare
None reported

2325

P3 Parish Footpaths — Councillor Young
Annual survey is in progress

232.6

Defibrillator check - Councillor Luxton
The defibrillator not charging, the contractor is to review the situation and report back.
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232.7 St George’s Churchyard. Councillor Beaumont
Emails forwarded to all councillors — to review the current situation with regard to the stream bank
etc
Councillor Beaumont outlined the next stage, which is drilling some exploratory boreholes into the
ground. Site visit arranged with Rev Tim Solosy and Chair of the Parochial Church Council
Lorraine Upward to identify the best places to drill. Ruddleston Geotechnical to provide a report
and explanation or the work to be carried out.
Proposal to carry out the work
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont
Seconded by Councillor Wiliams
Vote — all in agreement to proceed.
Tree survey has been circulated — 2 quotes now required. With clerk
232.8 Cemetery
Nothing to report
232.9 Croyde bus shelter
A brass plaque has been produced, to be installed by Councillors Maddocks and Hare.
232.10 Councillor advocate scheme — Councillor Cox
Nothing to report
232.11 Keys to the pavilion.
A new keysafe has been purchased and is awaiting installation. Individual keys to be provided to
FC and cleaner. The keysafe to be used as a back up and new code not widely distributed.
232.12 Speed camera update — Councillor Hare
No report
233 Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 13 February 2025
Proposed by Councillor Young, seconded Councillor Zarza, unanimously approved
234 Part Il Confidential.
Not required
235 Approval of part Il confidential meeting minutes held on 13 February 2025
Not required
236 Date of next GPC meeting: Thursday, 17 April 2025 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm

The meeting ended at 9.20pm.

Summary of Decisions:
» Part | Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 13 February 2025
» Planning
» Payments

> Thattl : : conti

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.

Signed:

Chair of Georgeham Parish Council.

Date:




