
GEORGEHAM PARISH  COUNCIL. 
 

PARISH CLERK:  MRS SUE SQUIRE,  HAXLEA, 2 THREEWAYS, BRATTON FLEMING, BARNSTAPLE. 
 EX31 4TG. 

TEL:  01598 710526.      E MAIL:  georgehamparishcouncil@gmail.com 
	

TO:  ALL COUNCILLORS:   You are summoned to the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 18 
May 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.                                                                          

Sue Squire, Parish Clerk.  13 May 2023 
 

Please read the notices below. 
 

Members of the public wishing to speak on any item on the Agenda may 
do so under 'Representations from the Public'. The time limit for speaking 

is limited to 3 minutes. The public are not permitted, under Standing 
Orders, to speak or take part in the meeting before or after this item. 

 
 

If members of the public wish to have further information on items mentioned on this Agenda, please 
contact the Clerk, details above. 
 

 

No.	 Item						
 Newly elected Councillors to complete their Register of Interest forms and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

in the presence of a Councillor or the Clerk. 
 

1. Election of Chairman 
2. Chairman to read and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
3. Election of Vice Chairman 
4. Vice Chairman to read and sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
5. Chairman’s welcome to the newly elected Council and a welcome to newly elected District Councillors Simon 

Maddocks and Mrs Pru Maskell to whom e-cards of congratulations on behalf of the Parish Council has been 
sent. 
 

6. Councillors to agree that communications are sent by email.  The Clerk will have a form for signature by each 
Councillor. 
 

7. Scheme of Delegation Review.  This was adopted on 27 April 2023 to allow the Clerk to have delegatory powers 
during the election period. 
The Scheme of Delegation is now no longer necessary with the election of new Councillors and a constituted Parish 
Council. 
To agree that the Scheme of Delegation is cancelled. 
 

8. Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form not completed due to absence Councillor(s). 
To agree that this is extended until the June meeting. 
Failure to do this by that date will result in the Councillor losing their seat.  
 

9. Skills Audit.  Elected Councillors have been circulated with the form for completion ahead of the meeting to assist in 
the next item.  
 

10. Election of Parish Representatives:  The Councillor who has held this post during 2022/23 is shown. 
                                                       

v Croyde Play Park Inspections                                 Cllr Taffinder 
v Croyde Skateboard Park                                          Cllr Gething * 
v Georgeham Play Area Inspections                         Cllr Taffinder 
v Croyde Village Hall                                                   Cllr Gething * 
v Georgeham Village Hall                                           Cllr Williams 



v Georgeham Relief in Need Charity                         Cllr Tucker * 
v Croyde Surf Life Saving Club                                 Cllr Tucker * 
v Academy of Beach Sports                                      Cllr Tucker * 
v North Devon Surf Coast World Surfing Reserve  Cllr Tucker * 
v Snow Warden                                                           Cllrs Tucker * and Maddocks 
v Highways                                                                  Cllr Taffinder 
v Community Land Trust                                           Cllr Mrs Luxton * 
v Neighbourhood Plan                                               Cllr Beaumont 
v Parish Footpaths                                                     Cllr Mrs Young 
v Climate Emergency Group                                     Cllr Gething * 
v Website                                                                    Cllr Gething * 
v St George’s Churchyard                                         New for this year 
v Environment                                                             New for this year 
v Glebe Field liaison                                                   New for this year 
v Inspection of Parish Council assets*                     New for this year 
v Broadband                                                                New for this year 
v Police Councillor Advocate Scheme                      New for this year - Please see message from County 

Councillor Mrs Maskell below 
As you may or may not know, I joined the Police Councillor Advocate Scheme last year and am finding it really beneficial.   
We are able to attend various themed days throughout the year, the one in December was on Vision Zero South West, which 
was an interesting insight into the police operations to cut speeding offences and promote safer driving in Devon. 
We also have monthly online meetings where we join officers from around North Devon for discussions.  
The agenda is informal and is an opportunity for Councillors of all levels and indeed clerks, to ask questions specific to their 
areas.  
We also get some interesting updates on some of the operations taking place around the area.  
At a previous meeting, I raised the issue of police reports for Parish Council meetings and it was suggested that we all try to 
encourage our Parish Councils to nominate someone to sign up to the advocate scheme.  
It’s a great way to keep abreast of crime and prevention in our areas and would fill the gap that the reporting has left.  
Here is the link to signing up to the scheme. 

 
Councillor advocate scheme · Devon & Cornwall Police & Crime Commissioner (devonandcornwall-
pcc.gov.uk) 
 
* Public toilet in Georgeham, Cemetery, notice boards, Parish seats, dog bins, signs. 

11. Formation of Sub Committees and appointment of Councillors / Terms of Reference: 
(1)  Finance – to meet on a quarterly basis 
(2)  HR – to meet to carry out the Clerk’s annual appraisal 

 

12. To identify any training needs for Councillors. 
13. Compliance.  To review and approve the following documents which have been circulated to Councillors ahead of the 

meeting for studying: 
§ Standing Orders 
§ Financial Regulations 
§ General Risk Assessment 
§ Freedom of Information Act Publication Scheme 
§ Equal Opportunities Policy 
§ Complaints Procedure 
§ Protocol for Filming and Recording 
§ Fixed Assets 
§ Data Privacy Policy 
§ Data Protection Policy 
§ Dignity at Work / Bullying and Harassment  
§ Disciplinary Policy 
§ Grievance Policy 
§ Retention of Documents Policy 



§ Safeguarding Policy 
§ Sickness and Absence Policy 
§ Subject Access Requests Policy 
§ Grant Giving Policy 
§ Environment Policy (new for this year compiled by Cllr Williams) 

It is expected that the above will be approved en bloc. 
14. 
 

Banking Arrangements – Payments by BACS. 
To elect Councillors as follows: 

1.  Councillor to approve payments agreed at a Parish Council meeting 
2. Deputy Councillor to approve payments agreed at a Parish Council meeting should it not be possible for the 

nominated Councillor to do this 
3. Councillor to authorize payments agreed at a Parish Council meeting 
4. Deputy Councillor to authorize payments agreed at a Parish Council meeting should it not be possible for the 

nominated Councillor to do this 
15. Dates of meetings for the 2023/24 Municipal Year.  The following have been booked at Georgeham Village Hall, all 

on Thursdays at 6pm in Georgeham Village Hall. 
29 June;  27 July;  31 August;  28 September;  26 October, 30 November; 14 December. 
 

2024.  4 January; 25 January; 29 February; 28 March; 18 April 
 

Annual Parish Meeting.  Thursday, 21 March 2024. 
16. Representations from the public.  

16.1  Representations received for more prominent signs at the entrances to Georgeham play park prohibiting 
dog walking in the park due to people either ignoring or not seeing the signs that are currently in place.  
This will be further discussed under Item No. 24. 
 
16.2  Abandoned vehicle in Georgeham Car Park.  Representations received that this vehicle is not tax or MOT’d.  
The Parish Council has been requested to ask the owner to remove it and the complainant has been asked to provide 
the name and address of the owner so that this can be done.  A name and address has been supplied.   
This will be further discussed under Item No. 24. 
 
16.3  Flooding at Bottoms Lane.  The Clerk has been in extensive correspondence with a resident about this issue. 
The matter has been taken up by County Councillor Mrs Maskell who has made arrangements with DCC Highways to 
address the problem.  
 

The public are only permitted to speak or take part in the meeting during this item.  
 

17. Apologies.   

18. Declarations of Interest.  Councillor Beaumont will declare a Prejudicial Interest under Finance relating to 
reimbursement for items purchased for the Parish Council (notice board and advertising stand). 
 

19. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27 April 2023. 
20. Reports. 
20.1 County Councillor Mrs P Maskell 
20.2 District Councillors S Maddocks and Mrs P Maskell 

Councillor Beaumont has sent an email of thanks on behalf of the Parish Council to former District Councillor Mrs J 
Chesters for her service and efforts to the community and for her persistence in following up on issues which have 
concerned the Parish Council.  
 

20.3 Inspection of Croyde Play Park.  Councillor Taffinder 
There has been correspondence with Touchwood, the equipment manufacturers who installed the play equipment 
regarding the condition of some of the equipment following an annual inspection and further details will be given.  
Councillors will be asked to make a decision on whether Touchwood should be instructed to carry out further repairs at 
a cost of £865.76. 
 

20.4 Inspection of Georgeham Play Area.  Councillor Taffinder 
As a result of The Play Inspection Company’s finding that new swing chains are required, Councillor Taffinder has 
supplied pictures to enable the Clerk to order replacements and she is in contact with Online Playgrounds in this regard.  
 



20.5 Potholes.  Councillor Taffinder. 
 

20.6 P3 Parish Footpaths – Councillor Mrs Young. 
Devon County Council Public Rights of Way have advised that a capital order has been approved and £3,500.00 is 
being granted towards P3 work in the Parish. 
 
Councillor Mrs Young will give an update on dialogue with the Ruda Beach Ranger in connection with proposed hedge / 
tree work on the beach path – public footpath 19 (Billy Budd’s to Rabbit Field). 
 
Also in connection with footpath 19, to note that the Clerk has advised Suber Greenspace that their quotation of 
£408.00 for thinning out of trees / hedges as mentioned above, has been accepted by the Parish Council.  
The work is scheduled to be done on 15 May 2023 and in anticipation of the invoice being received, the payment has 
been included under Item No. 23.1 Finance. 
 

20.7 Zero Croyde & Georgeham Group.  Councillor Cox will advise that there is to be a meeting on Friday, 4/8/23 in 
Georgeham Village Hall, where the cost of the hire is £20.00 and this will be deducted from the Lottery grant funding 
awarded to the Parish Council when the invoice is received. 
 

20.8 Skateboard Park.  Councillor Maddocks to confirm that he has spoken to Croyde Village Hall Committee regarding the 
fire escape steps at the rear of the building which require repair.  This had been highlighted in The Play Inspection 
Company’s Report. 
To also receive confirmation that the gate catches have been replaced. 

20.9 Defibrillator outside Georgeham Stores.  The Clerk has contacted the person who carries out the check to confirm 
that it is in working order and this is expected to be received in time to report at the meeting. 
 

20.10 North Devon World Surfing Reserve Inauguration.  Councillors Williams and Maddocks attended this event and will 
report on the details. 
 

21. Planning.  To consider the following Application:  
21.1 77056 – Erection of two dwellings – Cherry Tree Farm, Croyde, EX33 1NH 

The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 30 May 2023. 
22. Planning Correspondence. 

To note the following North Devon Council Decision Notices: 
Approvals for: 

§ 76665 – Demolition of rear conservatory and erection of garden room with decking and associated works – 
Lower Liddongate, Withywell Lane, Croyde, EX33 1PX 

§ 76799 – Proposed extension to dwelling (amended plan) – Bag End, Rock Hill, Georgeham, EX33 1JW 
§ 76825 – Excavation works to create one pond and one scrape area – North Hole Farm, Georgeham, EX33 

1JQ 
23. Finance.   

Balances:  Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 13 May 2023:  £1,997.56 
Lloyds Bank Instant Access Savings Account as at 13 May 2023: £74,723.50 
£29.72 interest earned on this account in the last month.  
 
23.1  Payments.  To approve the following payments: 
 

Payee Details of Payment Amount 
Mrs S Squire Expenses Details seen by the Chairman 
North Devon Council Salary Recharge for May 2023 Details seen by the Chairman 
Mr T Squire Cleaning Georgeham Toilets (May 

2023) 
Cleaning the John Symonds 
Pavilion.  2/5/23 & 15/5/23 

£120.00 
 
 
£50.00                                £170.00 

Mr S Wightman Grounds Maintenance.  May 2023  
Suber Greenspace Work on Footpath 19                                            £408.00 
The Play Inspection Company Annual Inspection of Croyde Play 

Park, Croyde Skateboard Park, 
Georgeham Play Area & MUGA 

          
 
                                           £408.00 



Cllr M Beaumont Notice Board  
Poster Stand 

£33.50 
£35.99                                 £69.49 

Croyde Village Hall Hire for Croyde Zero Group 
Meeting on 1/7/23 

This will be deducted from the Lottery 
funding                                          £25.00 

Scribe Accounts and Cemetery Package 
(£1,487.00 as quoted + VAT) 

                                        £1,784.40 

Information Commissioners Office Data Protection Renewal Fee To be taken by direct  
debit on 16/6/23                 £35.00  

Fasthosts Website hosting fee 
Councillors to consider cancelling this 
now that the new website is active 

Taken by direct debit on 
12/5/23                                 £8.40 

 

To ratify the following payments made by Debit Card between meetings: 
 

Payee Details of Payment Amount 
Advancedscape Replacement dog waste bin for 

entrance to Georgeham Playing 
Field 

£110.00 

EDF Energy Electricity Supply to £160.07 
 

To ratify a payment due by 10 May 2023: 
 

Parish Online Website service £396.00 
 

23.2  To approve the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2023. 
 
23.3  2022/23 Audit.  To note that the Clerk has informed Thomas Westcott that the quotation to carry out the 
internal audit has been accepted. 
 
23.3.1  To approve Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return. 
23.3.2   To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. 
 
23.3  To approve the 2023 Statement of Internal Control 
 
23.4 To approve the dates for the exercise of electors rights being from 5 June 2023 to 14 July 2023 
 
23.5  2021/22 Audit.  The final Report has been received from P K F Littlejohn LLP to note.   
 
23.6  Recruitment for administrative assistant for approximately 4 hours a week, primarily to deal with planning 
(attending meetings and taking that part of the Minutes, liaising with Councillors and submitting responses), 
updating the website. 
 
23.7  The John Symonds Pavilion Cleaning.  Councillors to approve additional cleaning involving the kitchen. 
The cleaning charge to include this work will increase to £35.00 per clean. 
 

24. To consider responses to matters raised under Public Participation. 
 

25. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27 April 2023. 
25.1 Croyde Bus Shelter.  Councillor Williams will give an update and there is the possibility of Councillors approving an 

expense in relation to requesting Woodward Smith to submit a planning application as the previous permission has 
expired.  This firm dealt with the drawings and submission of the original application. 
Dialogue with DCC Highways may also be necessary and further details will be given. 
 

25.2 Glebe Field.  Following on from further representations received by a resident, Councillors Beaumont, Williams and 
former Councillor Gething met and drafted a letter in reply, which has been sent by the Clerk. 
 

25.3 Newberry Road, Georgeham Hedge Bank. 
To consider a quotation from Mr M Osborne to scrape up the loose soil and detritus from the bank. 
Newly elected Councillors have been supplied with a copy of the Report on the hedge bank by Building Conservation 
Services.  



 

25.4 Georgeham Parish Council Website constructed by Parish Online.  Councillor Beaumont to confirm that she has 
requested the Facebook administrator to close the page.  
To be updated with the position regarding Parish Online providing separate email addresses for Parish Councillors to 
keep Parish business separate from their private / family email.  
 

25.5 Freedom of Information Act Requests.  To note that the Clerk has replied as directed. 
25.6 Installation of broadband into Georgeham Village Hall, to be paid for by the Parish Council. 

The Clerk is not receiving any responses to enquiries made of Airband. 
 

25.7 Community Land Trust Proposals.  To receive the up to date position, should this have altered since the last Parish 
Council Meeting. 
 

25.8 Replacement notice board at David’s Hill, Georgeham.  The Clerk is in the process of ordering this. 
25.9 Traffic Speed Monitor.  To note that the Clerk has confirmed to the Parish Council’s insurers that the device is owned 

by the Parish Council and operated by CARA. 
The device has been added to the Parish Council’s Asset Register. 
 

25.10 Scribe Accounting Software.  To note that the Clerk has informed Scribe that the quotation they supplied was 
accepted. 
The Parish Council has been integrated into their accounts and cemetery package arrangements and has received a 
number of welcome emails and emails about setting up the system. 
 

26. Clerk’s Training. 
Scribe, mentioned above, provides free training for Clerks covering a wide variety of topics. 
The Clerk attended a course on 10/5/23 entitled VAT Compliance for Local Councils and a written Report has been 
circulated. 
The Clerk is booked to attend two further courses delivered by Scribe: 

- Local Council Accounts on 24/5/23 
- Legal Documents on 16/6/23 

27. St George’s Churchyard.  The statutory three month period giving notice by the Parochial Church Council has expired 
and confirmation is to be agreed that Georgeham Parish Council is formally maintaining the area. 
 

The land remains in the ownership of the Parochial Church Council and it is insured under its insurance policy. 
In the event that a copy of their insurance policy has not been received, this is to be requested so that a copy can be 
provided to the Parish Council’s insurers. 
 
Councillor Beaumont will report on a meeting held between herself, Councillors Maddocks and Williams and the grass 
cutting contractor relating to a future maintenance programme.  
 
Newly elected Councillors have been supplied with a copy of the Report on the boundary wall by Building Conservation 
Services. 
 
As result of the Report, the Clerk was instructed to obtain the name of a Civil Engineer recommended by Building 
Conservation Services and is currently in email correspondence with Mr Graham Gilham. 
The Clerk was also instructed to contact North Devon Council to enquire the name of any Civil Engineers the Authority 
uses.  The information given is that the wall should be replaced like for like and because a Report has already been 
compiled, the correct procedure would be to request a contractor to quote for the work. 
 
North Devon Council use Messrs C F Kingston and Son and this firm is already booked to carry out work on behalf of 
the Parish Council to the St George’s House side of the wall.  The Clerk has contacted them to request an estimate. 
 
North Devon Council advised that because Georgeham is in a Conservation Area, the Conservation Officer should be 
made aware of the situation, and the Clerk has informed her accordingly.  
 

28. Correspondence. 
28.1  North Devon Council.   Email, circulated to Councillors, informing of the publication of a five year land supply 
statement for North Devon and Torridge. 
 



	

28.2  Mr R Tucker and Mrs T Luxton have emailed to thank the Parish Council for their leaving gift.  Mr J Gething has 
also expressed his thanks to Councillor Beaumont.  
 
28.3  Mr J Wilson, Director & Head of Youth Football Coaching, Soccer Shooters & Clifton United would like to 
use the football pitch on 24 June for the Saturday morning.  The use of toilet facilities in the Pavilion would be 
appreciated but not the changing rooms. 
Councillors to consider this request. 
 

29. Dog Bins. 
29.1  Dog bin at the entrance to Georgeham Playing Field.  The Clerk received representations from Councillor Mrs 
Huggett who had been informed that the top of the bin was missing. 
This is one of the older style bins and the Clerk has ordered a new bin where the cost is for ratification under the 
Finance Section of the meeting. 
 
29.2  The Chairman has received a request from the National Trust (NT) regarding the dog bin at the entrance to 
Baggy Point.  This is also one of the older style bins and the NT Ranger has requested a new bin which he would fix. 
There were complaints that the bin was overflowing at Easter. 
The Chairman has a spare bin in storage and is arranging for this to be given to the NT for fixing.  
 

30. Urgent items raised by the Chairman. 
31. Items raised by Councillors / Clerk. 

31.1  Clerk’s Leave: 
§ Saturday 27 May to Sunday 4 June 2023 inclusive 
§ Saturday 19 August to Monday 28 August 2023 inclusive 
§ Saturday 14 October to Sunday 29 October 2023 inclusive 
§ Friday 24 to Monday 27 November 2023 inclusive   
§ Thursday, 21 December 2023 to Monday, 1 January 2024 inclusive (2 days, the rest are in line with NDC 

and DCC). 
 

32. Part II Confidential.   
33. Date of next meeting:  Thursday, 29 June 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm. 

 

It may be necessary to schedule an additional meeting to consider planning applications where a response is required 
well before the date of the next meeting and where it is not possible for the planning officer to extend the deadline given 
to the Parish Council for a response to be sent, (21 days) to 29 June 2023. 
 
 


