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Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday, 27 April 2023

in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.

Chaired by: Councillor M Beaumont

Clerked by: Mrs Sue Squire

Present: Councillors

M Beaumont
J Gething

Mrs E Huggett
Mrs T Luxton
S Maddocks
M Taffinder
Dr E Williams
Mrs J Young

County Councillor Mrs P Maskell until the
end of Minute No. 223

District Councillor Mrs J Chesters until
Minute No. 221.11

5 Members of the public

Agenda: -

Representations from the public

Talk about a section of the Tarka Trail

Apologies

Declarations of Interest

Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council
Meeting held on 30 March 2023

Reports

Planning

Planning Correspondence

Finance

To consider responses raised under Representations

from the Public

Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting held

on 30 March 2023
Correspondence
Urgent items raised by the Chairman
Items raised by Councillors / Clerk
Part Il Confidential
Date and time of next meeting

Action:

216. | Representations from the public.

Parish Council would support it.

Information Act Request.

216.1 A resident gave reasons for submitting a Planning Application to be considered under
Minute No. 222.3. They explained that this was a fourth generation family business established in

1947 and the franchise required electric vehicles to be displayed separately.

The concerns of the Parish Council raised when the last Application was considered relating to two

bedrooms had been addressed and taken on board in this Application, and it was hoped that the

216.2 Email from a member of the public regarding a Freedom of Information Act Request in
relation to a property being built where photographs have been supplied for further
consideration in relation to the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan.

This item was further discussed under Minute No. 225.1

216.3 A follow up email has been received from the same member of the public requesting
details of the cost of producing the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan.
Since the publication of the Agenda, the second request is now the subject of a Freedom of

This item was further discussed under Minute No. 225.2.

216.4 Email from a resident giving details of representations submitted to North Devon
Council Planning Department in respect of Planning Application 76943.
The resident had given permission for the details to be circulated to Councillors.

216.5 Email with attachment relating to tree and vegetation work at the Glebe Field.
The resident had given permission for the details to be circulated to Councillors.
This item was further discussed under Minute No. 221.9.

217.
Knowle.

Talk by Councillor Adrian Bryant about the Tarka Trail NCN27 between Willingcott and

Preamble: Councillor Bryant is working with John Grimshaw, founder of Sustrans, who currently runs
the charity Greenways and Cycleroutes and Northern Devon Cycling Campaign, to find a way for the
Tarka Trail between Willingcott and Knowle to be completed as soon as possible.




Page 2 of 11 DRAFT Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on 27.04.23 in Georgeham Village Hall

To be able to achieve this, the support of Georgeham Parish Council is requested, as Devon County
Council is currently unwilling to entertain the idea of John Grimshaw being involved, despite John
being asked by the Government to construct the National Cycle Network.

The section of the track which falls in the Parish of Georgeham is at Buttercombe Lane.

County Councillor Mrs Maskell confirmed that work is underway but is unable to comment further due
to Purdah (Pre-Election Period). Itis understood that an announcement is to be made after that.

The Chairman advised Councillor Bryant that without written support to justify what DCC are saying,
Georgeham Parish Council is unable to support him.

218. | Apologies. Councillor R Tucker.

219. | Declarations of Interest.
Councillor Beaumont declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 224.1 Finance,
reimbursement to her for Coronation celebration items purchased on behalf of Georgeham
Parish Council for the event being held on 5 May 2023.
Councillors Gething, Mrs Luxton and Mrs Young has a Dispensation in force for matters
relating to the Community Land Trust.
Councillors Mrs Huggett and Williams declared a Personal Interest in Minute No. 224.3 -
appointment of internal auditor for the financial year 2022/23.

220. | Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30 March 2023.
Approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed by Councillor Williams
Seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.

221. | Reports.

221.1 | County Councillor Mrs P Maskell
Representations have been made to North Devon Council regarding a substantial increase in Croyde
car parking charges which will affect the organisers of Croyde Craft Market.
Councillor Mrs Maskell has pointed out that the land for the car park was left to the Parish by Mrs
Killard-Leavey and under a previous administration of Georgeham Parish Council, it decided to hand
the car park over to the District Council and a request has been made for the car park to be returned
to the Parish asking the question as to how this could be achieved.
As an update, County Councillor Mrs Maskell had asked the Car Park Department to look into the
matter again as a result of the suggestion of a concessionary permit, which did not help market
traders.
County Councillor Mrs Maskell had contacted DCC regarding the access at Newberry Road,
Georgeham in connection with the Community Land Trust proposal for a site to provide affordable
housing.
Potholes. Due to the poor workmanship, contractors had been ordered to return and properly repair
some potholes on the Saunton to Croyde road.

221.2 | District Councillor Mrs J Chesters
Enforcement — Croyde Bay Camp Site. She was continuing to liaise with the Planning Department
in this regard.
District Councillor Mrs Chesters had asked for a parking concession when markets take place at
Croyde and will follow this up.

221.3

Croyde Play Area — Councillor Taffinder.
= Report by a member of the public of broken cradle seat on swing. Due to the urgency of
this matter, the Clerk ordered a replacement from Sutcliffe Play at a cost of £273.50. The
new seat has now been fixed.

The Play Inspection Company Inspection Findings requiring urgent attention had been
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forwarded to Councillors Taffinder, Maddocks and Beaumont.

Councillors question the reason why the timber had rotted, as shown in the photograph
supplied, so soon after Touchwood (suppliers of the equipment) had only recently carried
out a repair.

Councillor Taffinder felt that a person should be responsible for emptying the litter bin and
was advised by the Chairman that Councillor Tucker was willing to do this.
Due to the high footfall at Croyde Play Area, a larger bin was suggested.

The Clerk to request Touchwood do an urgent inspection, give comments and justify the Clerk
work they did in February at a cost of £2,482.76.
Councillor Williams suggested there was less equipment in the Park due to the deterioration
of the current items.
2214 | Georgeham Play Park - Councillor Taffinder.
The Play Inspection Company Inspection Findings requiring urgent attention relating to worn chains
on swings had been forwarded to Councillors Taffinder, Maddocks and Beaumont.
The chains require renewal and Councillor Taffinder will give the details to the Clerk for these to be MT / Clerk
ordered.
2215 | Skateboard Park - Councillor Gething. The Play Area Inspection Report highlighted that catches
on the gate should be renewed and he would do this.
The Report also commented on the Croyde Village Hall fire escape steps which are in poor condition. SM
Councillor Maddocks will take this issue up with Croyde Village Hall Committee.
2216 | Potholes - Councillor Taffinder. Potholes on the Georgeham to North Buckland road had been
reported again.
221.7 | P3 Parish Paths Partnership — Councillor Mrs Young
To approve the quotation of £480.00 from Suber Greenspace for thinning out of trees / hedge on
Footpath 19 (beach footpath), Croyde.
Clerk to
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton to accept the quotation. contact
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Huggett and unanimously agreed. gf::;space

County Councillor Mrs Maskell spoke about Footpath 22, specifically the stone pillar going into the
field where walkers are taking stones from it and laying them on the ground because of the muddy
conditions. She felt it required an assessment and suggested it could be gravelled and the stones on
the ground replaced into the gate pillar.

The following Report had been circulated to Councillors by Councillor Mrs Young.

1. Beach foot path 19. Work was stopped regarding putting in place a new drain for one of the
dwellings off Sandy Lane - the appropriate license had not been obtained to do the work
and the contractors were blocking the footpath and making it difficult for people to
use. There were no warning notices. A section 50 license application has gone in now
seeking permission to put a drain in along the edge of the footpath. The detail of that is
being looked into. The contractor who did the resurfacing work to footpath 19 last year has
had a look at the footpath and says it needs approx. 2 tons of the resurfacing dust to
repair/maintain it.

2. Miss Mays — footpath 7 - finishing off work is being done at the moment — stile will be
removed and replaced with gate and the rest of the new surfacing work will be completed.

3. Footpath 15 — wooden stile has now been replaced with a stock gate and hoop cradle so
easier to get into /out of the field. Steps have been created rather than mud slope up to the
entrance to the field from the footpath.

4. Footpath 1 —reported damaged gate at Pickwell Barton section. | have been told this will be
fixed shortly.
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5. Email has been sent to Devon Footpaths requesting consideration of upgrading foot path 13
(section from Cott Lane to junction with foot path 17 that goes up to Saunton Down - Alfs
Seat. Quote for work sent with request for grant funding.

221.8

Georgeham Defibrillator Check. Done monthly and PC advised every 3 months.

2219

Glebe Field — Councillor Gething advised the work which had been done and was aware of further
representations received. It was his intention to meet with a group of householders.

Councillors to liaise about publicizing to a wider circle of people who use this public space which is
not part of private gardens.

JG/MT

221.10

New Website — Councillor Gething
It has been completed and encouraged people to view it.

Councillor Beaumont proposed that the Parish Council’s Facebook page is closed down.
Seconded by Councillor Gething and unanimously agreed.

MB contact
admin
istrator

221.11

Parish Clerk:
++ Has been in touch with two of the three newly elected Councillors giving details of
training, booking training and answering questions. Details are being sent in hard
copy to the third new Councillor.

+ Has, at the request of Clir Tucker, investigated whether a car parked in Georgeham
Car Park is taxed and MOTd, which it is.

+ Has sent holding emails as a result of items included on this Agenda

« Notification of removal of telephone pole in Newberry Road. At the suggestion of
Councillors, the question was asked if the pole could be set further back to allow for the
continuation of the footpath. It was advised that the pole to be replaced was not the one
between The New Rectory and Glebe Field, but one further up Newberry Road.

++ Dealt with an email from a member of the public regarding the broken swing at
Croyde Play Area and ordered a new swing, informing Councillors Taffinder,
Maddocks and Beaumont

222.

Planning. The following Applications were considered:

Clerk

2221

76825 — Excavation works to create one pond and one scrape area — North Hole Farm,
Georgeham, EX33 1JQ

Proposed by Councillor Gething to recommend approval.

Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.

222.2

76916 - Replacing conservatory with extension and associated works at 8 Broad Park Close,
Croyde, EX33 1NR

Proposed by Councillor Williams to recommend approval.

Seconded by Councillor Mrs Huggett and unanimously agreed.

2223

76954 - Extension of showroom area and additional office space — Croyde Motors, 3 Jones
Hill, Croyde, EX33 1LX

Proposed by Councillor Gething to recommend approval, seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton
and unanimously agreed, with the following comments:

Georgeham Parish Council (GPC) wishes to recommend approval of this application.

It is noted that the site of the application is in a Conservation Area and is adjacent to listed
buildings.

The presumption is against development in such areas - see section 72 Planning (Listed
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 so there need to be important factors to
counteract this for the development to comply with planning policy and statutory provisions.

The Parish Council recognises that it is important to maintain business diversity in the Parish
and the garage provides important community based services as well as local employment. It
is a local family business spanning a number of generations and the garage business (show
rooms and workshop) are important to the sustainability of the local community.
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Provided that the use of the new proposed development is conditioned as a new showroom
and offices to support the existing garage business use and that the design and materials are
considered appropriate by the Heritage and Conservation Officer and other relevant
consultants such as environmental are satisfied, the Parish considers that the proposed
development would meet the requirements of the planning policies in the Neighbourhood
Plan. The key policies for this proposed development being BE4 and ED3 of the
Neighbourhood Plan with BE1 BE4 BE6 and BES8 also being of relevance.

2224

76940 — Demolition of existing swimming pool building and replacement with 2 new dwellings,
including new hard landscaping — Croyde Bay Holidays, Beach Road, Croyde, EX33 1NZ
Proposed by Councillor Williams to recommend refusal on the following grounds, seconded
by Councillor Mrs Huggett and unanimously agreed.

Georgeham Parish Council wishes to recommend refusal of this application on the following
grounds:

1. It is prominent in the landscape which is part of the North Devon Coast AONB. The
proposed new development is positioned out on a limb next to the beach wall and the
Saunton to Baggy SSSI. A two storey building in this position will create too large a mass
and block structure and creating harm to the sensitive location and habitat. Additional harm
will also be caused from the accompanying increase in light pollution (BE8). There is no Land
Visual Impact Assessment to accompany this proposed significant departure from the
development that currently exists in that position.

2. ltis considered to be too close to an events field for the proposal to relate to a permanent
residential dwelling.

3. It would not comply with Policy H1 of the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan unless a
principal residence occupancy covenant is secured. It also fails to comply with policies BE1,
BE2 and BE7 relating to inadequate amenity space and parking

4. The application does not state if the proposed dwellings will be holiday let or

otherwise. This needs clarification. As referred to in 3 above, creation of new dwellings
requires compliance with H1. As the current site is a holiday complex the new development
may well be part of that business. However this is not specifically stated in the application. If
this is the case that the proposed change from the swimming pool to holiday apartments as
part of that same business then any such development should remain no higher than the
current swimming pool building so as to avoid harm to the protected landscape and
environment.

The attached pictures illustrate the reasons for recommending refusal in ltems 1 and 2.

222.5

76943 - Erection of a replacement agricultural building - land at Bottoms Lane, Bottoms Lane,
Darracott, EX33 1JY

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Huggett to recommend refusal on the following grounds,
seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.

1. There is insufficient information and evidence in the application and documents provided
to justify this proposed development.

2. More information and evidence is needed regarding the following:

a. Whether there is an existing agricultural business (if so how established is it) or this is a
proposed new agricultural business

b. If so, what is the nature of that agricultural business and does the scale and nature of the
agricultural business reasonably justify the proposed considerable changes to both the size
(footprint and height) and design (glazed panels in the roof, the introduction of a hay loft
when there appear to be no animals requiring that proposed aspect of the development and
SO on).

c. Currently, the buildings are in a dilapidated state and do not appear to have been in recent
use.
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3. The proposed site is outside the development boundary and prominent in the North
Devon AONB.

4. Potential light pollution which would result from the building being in use at night. The
glazed panels in the roof and other openings will permit more light spill.

The current proposal does not demonstrate compliance with the following policies of the
Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan: BE1, BE5, BE8, NE1, ED1, ED2, ED3.

2226 | 76964 — Proposed single height extension and associated works — Ocho Rios, Langsfield,
Croyde, EX33 1QD
It was noted that the Wildlife Survey had been carried out on 14/11/22 by an under qualified person.
Proposed by Councillor Williams to recommend refusal on the grounds of over development
of the site.

Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton.
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks to recommend approval.
Seconded by Councillor Gething.
Vote: To recommend approval: 6 - carried
To recommend refusal: 2

222.7 | 77020 - Single storey front extension, first floor extension over garage and change of
concrete roof tiles to composite slate at 2 Home Farm Close, Croyde, EX33 1PD.
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks to recommend approval.

Seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.

222.8 | 76909 - Application for consent for works to trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order in
respect of crown reduction of 3 x Sycamore trees and 1 Ash tree — land at 3 Putsborough
Road & 4 & 5 Williamson Close, Georgeham, EX33 1JU
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application.

2229 | 77027 - Approval of details in respect of discharge of condition 11 (CEMP) attached to
planning permission 72591 Erection of replacement dwelling — Lan Y Mor, Long Close, road
from Putsborough to Jones’s Hill, Croyde, EX33 1NH
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application,

223. Planning Correspondence. The following North Devon Council Decision Notices were noted:

Approvals for:

= 76657 - Application for a lawful development certificate for existing use as a permanent
residential dwelling — 1 Croyde Sands Bungalows, Sandy Lane, Croyde, EX33 1PS

= 76863 — Application for Lawful Development Certificate seeking confirmation that
development under planning application 70887 (conversion of redundant agricultural
building to one dwelling) has commenced within the required timeframe — Darracott House,
Georgeham, EX33 1JY

= 75836 — Subdivision of dwelling to create a separate dwelling — Westover, Moor Lane,
Croyde, EX33 1NU

= 76401 - Conversion of agricultural shed to a dwelling (amended plans) — South Hole Farm,
Forda, EX33 1JG

= 76700 - Extensions and alterations to dwelling and associated works — Endelentia, Croyde,
EX33 1QE

Prior Approval Not Required:
= 76847 - Erection of earth bank slurry store — North Hole Farm, Georgeham, EX33 1JQ

Refusal:
= 76112 - Extension and alterations to dwelling — Hobbs House, Hobbs Hill, Croyde,
EX33 1NE

Enforcement.
= 12630 - Alleged unauthorized development - creation of an access at land at
Northfield Road junction with Nethercott Road, Braunton, EX33 1HT. The Enforcement
Officer has advised that a site visit has been made and a review of the planning history of
the site carried out. The planning officer has decided that the creation of an access requires
planning permission.
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However, the planning officer has judged the creation of an access against the planning
policies and concluded that the works are acceptable.

The site has been monitored for some time and the planning officer has stated that as the
entrance has only received periodic use and it is in connection with agricultural use and is
better access as opposed to the old access, the case is not expedient to pursue and on this
occasion, no further action will be taken.

= 13608 - Alleged Reach of Condition — Planning Application 74101 for an extension
and alterations to dwelling. Building has almost been demolished at The Cottage, 9
Cott Lane, Croyde, EX33 1ND. The Clerk received representations from a parishioner and
immediately reported this to North Devon Council Enforcement Department requesting that
the matter was treated as a priority due to the demolition.

= To discuss a Shepherd’s hut and toilet in Buckland Road. A barn has been built on the
land with permission given on 29/12/21 for Planning Application 74440. No trace of an
application for the shepherd’s hut and toilet can be traced which it is believed are temporary
buildings which have been in place for a minimum of one year.

There was a discussion on enforcement cases and unauthorized planning.

224, Finance.
Balances:
Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 27 April 2023: £37,863.45
Lloyds Bank Instant Access Savings Account as at 27 April 2023: £44,693.78
224.1 | Councillor Beaumont declared a Prejudicial Interest, left the room and took no part in the Clerk
discussion, decision or voting thereon.
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton that the Vice Chairman, Councillor Gething, chaired this
part of the meeting.
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.
The following payments were approved and authorised.
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton
Seconded by Councillor Williams and unanimously agreed.
Payee Details Total
Mrs S Squire Broadband, photocopying, mileage Approved by FP1
the Chairman
North Devon Council | Salary recharge April 23 Seen by the FP2
Chairman
Mr T Squire Cleaning public toilets at FP3
Georgeham Apr 23 £120.00
Mr S Wightman Grounds maintenance Apr 23
1.5% increase as agreed in 2019 for
the 4 year contract, this being the FP4
last year £784.27
M Beaumont Reimbursement for Coronation
Prejudicial interest event items £37.60 FP5
declared
Countryside & Replacement of timber stile with a
Garden metal stock proof kissing gate FP6
£507.00
Ratification of the following payments made by the Parish Council’s Debit Card.
Proposed by Councillor Gething
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed.
Sutcliffe Play Replacement cradle seat for swing DC1
in Croyde Play Park £273.50
EDF Energy Electricity supply to Georgeham DC2
Playing Field / Pavilion £160.07
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Ratification of the following payments, invoices for which were received after the publication
of the Agenda and to be paid before the new municipal year and Annual Parish Council
meeting.

Proposed by Councillor Williams

Seconded by Councillor Mrs Young and unanimously agreed.

NDC Collection from dog waste bins £873.60 FP7
Building Surveys of St George’s
Conservation Churchyard walls and Newberry
Services Road (Sam Percival) £1,544.00 FP8
224.2 | Public Works Loan Board.
The balance of the loan outstanding as at 31 March 2023 was £28,847.51.
The loan of £50,000.00 was taken out on 21/5/18 for 10 years at an annual interest rate of 2.20%
with two half yearly payments of £2,798.75 taken by direct debit on 21 May and 21 November.
2243 | Internal Audit.
The Clerk has requested Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants to quote and the figure given is
£415.00.
The amount paid for the 2021/22 audit by IAC was £474.00.
The Clerk recommended that Councillors approve that Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants is
appointed to carry out the 2022/23 internal audit, on the basis of cost and a positive experience when
auditing another of her Parishes last year.
Councillors Mrs Huggett and Williams declared a personal interest in relation to Thomas
Wesstcott Chartered Accountants. Clerk to
advise
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton that Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants is Thomas
appointed to carry out the 2022/23 internal audit. Westcott
Seconded by Councillor Beaumont and unanimously agreed.
224.4. | Scheme of Delegation. In preparation for the 2023 Parish Council Election, and any emergency
which may arise, Councillors to consider the adoption of a document to cover any eventualities
between the date of this meeting and the date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 18
May 2023 which will be the first meeting of the newly elected Council when its Constitution for the
next four years will be carried out.
Clerk to
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton to adopt the Scheme of Delegation. update the
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Young and unanimously agreed. document
224.5 | Parish Council Election. It is an uncontested election. Nine people put themselves forward to fill
the nine available seats and the Parish Council is up to full strength.
The following people are deemed to have been elected:
M Beaumont, J Cox, R Hare, Mrs E Huggett, S Maddocks, M Taffinder, Dr E Williams, Mrs J Young,
N Zasra.
Councillor Gething to contact Parish Online, who has recently constructed a new website for the JG
Parish Council, regarding separate email addresses for Councillors.
225. To consider responses to matters raised under Representations from the Public.
225.1 Freedom of Information Act Request relating to Lace House.
The Clerk to reply: The property currently being built at Lace House relates to PP 72123 and this
was granted on 3/12/20 which was prior to the adoption of the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Clerk

Plan.

All further correspondence on the matter of that building should be referred to the Planning
Department of North Devon Council.

225.2 Freedom of Information Act Request relating to the cost of Georgeham Parish
Neighbourhood Plan Cost.
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The Clerk to reply: The Parish Council refer you to the Parish Council website where the costs
which were incurred can be found and those costs relates solely to the formatting and printing of the
Neighbourhood Plan. All work on the Neighbourhood Plan was done on a voluntary basis by
members of the community.

225.2 Glebe Field. It was agreed that the Parish Council will write to members of Georgeham
village inviting comments on the Glebe Field and that a Public Meeting will be held where residents
will be invited to attend to discuss the way forward after the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

Clerk

226.

Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 30 March 2023.

226.1

Broadband. The Clerk had sent another reminder to Airband but had not received a reply.

226.2

King Charles Il Coronation — Councillor Beaumont gave details of the arrangements which
included teas provided by Georgeham Women'’s Institute and there would be a donation box for the
North Devon Hospice.

226.3

Community Land Trust Proposals. Photographs / images to demonstrate the impact of the
potential highway changes outlined by its consultants having liaised with Devon Highways
representatives following the surveyor’s work planned for 20 April were shown to Councillors, who
commented as follows:

Councillor Williams was not in favour on the grounds that there has been a rural lane at this spot for
scores of years.

In response, Councillor Mrs Luxton advised that the Community Land Trust wishes the proposal to
have minimum impact on the area and moving the bank back to increase the viability of the site will
be avoided if possible.

Councillor Beaumont felt the new arrangements would cause danger to Georgeham Play
Area.

In response, Councillor Mrs Luxton advised that a safety audit had been carried out. A highways
engineer had stated that should the project obtain planning approval, highways would work with
them.

The statistics from a Traffic Survey carried out did not indicate there was an issue.

The entrance gate will not be moved to Georgeham Play Area.

A nearby resident was willing to give some land to allow a footpath.

If planning permission is refused, the Community Land Trust Board will engage in further dialogue
with the Parish Council.

Councillor Beaumont expressed her thanks for the additional information, expressed reservations
about the scheme and encouraged the Community Land Trust to present a scheme which was more
acceptable.

In connection with the Community Land Trust scheme, the Parish Council had appointed a survey to
produce a Report on the dry stone wall in front of Newberry Cottages, Newberry Road.

This had been received from Building Conservation Services which advised that the wall was at risk
of collapsing.

Future plans were discussed including meeting residents. In the meantime, the Clerk to order some
DCC leaflets giving advice on roadside hedge and tree management leaflets.

226.4

New Notice Board at David’s Hill. The Clerk was in a position to order this and asked if it should
be wall or post mounted. Confirmation was given that it should be wall mounted.

Clerk

227.

Correspondence.

2271

Wavelength Media Ltd. Letter to advise that the Wavelength Spring Classic Festival will be held at
Woolacombe Down between 1 and 4 June 2023. A surf competition will be held at Combesgate
beach on the Friday, Saturday and Sunday between 8am and 2pm.

The organisers anticipate that up to 4,000 people will attend and advise that a robust traffic
management plan has been designed; strict noise control measures have been agreed with North
Devon Council; waste and litter will be actively managed to prevent adverse impact on the
environment.
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During the course of the event, it will be possible to contact the organisers and the number can be
used to report instances of noise disturbance, traffic management concerns or any other issue.

The letter has been circulated to Councillors for their information.

227.2

Flogas. Email to advise that the surcharge on cylinders has been reduced to £4.20 ex VAT per
bottle on all orders placed from 3/4/23.

2273

North Devon World Surfing Reserve Inauguration. Two representatives from Georgeham Parish
Council are invited to the official inauguration. Details have been circulated to Councillors.

Councillors Williams and Maddocks will attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

EW/SM

2274

Enquiry on whether the traffic monitor is covered by the Parish Council’s insurance.
The Clerk advised the reply that if the device was owned by the Parish Council or CARA.
To reply that it is owned by the Parish Council and operated by CARA.

The item to be added to the Parish Council’s Asset Register.

Clerk

Clerk

228.

Urgent items raised by the Chairman.

228.1 Churchyard Boundary Report. This had been received from Building Conservation Services
and circulated to Councillors.

The Clerk to ask Building Conservation Services to recommend a civil engineer to examine a
dangerous piece of the wall which is in danger of collapsing into the stream, with a view to obtaining
a quotation to consider at the next Parish Council meeting.

There is also to be a meeting at the Churchyard attended by Councillors Beaumont, Maddocks and
Williams with the grass cutting contractor to discuss the recommendation of the number of grass cuts
for the year and in order to formalize the agreement of the Parish Council’s responsibility is in relation
to the maintenance programme.

Clerk

MB/SM/
EW/ grass
contractor

229

Items raised by Councillors / Clerk.

229.1

Clerk’s Leave. The Clerk requested leave on 23 & 24 March 2023 and will request leave on 4/5/23
in order to assist North Devon Council as Poll Clerk in the Parish Council elections.

229.2

Clerk’s Training.
= ‘Clerking in Action’ delivered by Scribe on 18/4/23. A written Report has been circulated
to Councillors. Following this course, the Clerk has obtained a free copy of the A-Z Grant
Funding for Town and Parish Councils which has been forwarded to Councillors.

= Introduction to Scribe which provides purpose-build cloud applications that enable local
councils in England and Wales to manage their financial accounts and cemeteries with pin
point accuracy. Scribe provides continuous, free training sessions from the Scribe Academy
with uncapped support from its team of qualified Accountants and Clerks.

A quotation has been circulated to Councillors and the Clerk will recommend that this is
accepted, the details being a monthly subscription of £55 for accounts (£660); £29 for
the Cemetery (£348), one off set up fee for Accounts £479 = £1,487. A one off set up
fee for the Cemetery has not been charged for if the accounts package is accepted.

The Clerk has already used the free budget projection spreadsheet which was welcomed by
Councillors who found it easy to follow.

Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to accept the quotation from Scribe
Seconded by Councillor EW, all agreed.

= Social Media by Breakthrough Communications, also attended by Councillor Mrs
Huggett. The Clerk had circulated a written Report.

Clerk to
advise
Scribe

229.3

Dates of meetings to May 2024.
The following was approved, with the option of extra mid month meetings should there be a large
number of planning applications to consider:

May 18; June 29; July 27; August 31; September 28; October 26 (the Clerk is on leave and this date
may be changed); 30 November, 14 December;

Clerk to
book the
Hall
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2024. 4 January, 25 January, 29 February, 28 March, 18 April (Clerk on leave 25 April for a family
celebration); 30 May.
The 2024 Annual Parish Meeting will be on Thursday 21 March.

230.

Part Il Confidential. The meeting did not go into Part Il Confidential.

231.

Date of next meeting: Thursday, 18 May 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.

This will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and is the first meeting of the newly elected
Council following the Parish Council election on 4 May 2023.

Current Councillors remain in office until Tuesday 9 May 2023 and newly elected Councillors
assume office from that date.

The meeting ended at 8.25pm.

Summary of Decisions:

VV WV VYV VVV VYV

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30 March 2023

Acceptance of quotation from Suber Greenspace of £480.00 in respect of work on
Footpath 19

To close down the Parish Council’s Facebook page

Planning

That Councillor Gething (Vice Chairman) chaired the meeting when payments were
agreed as the Chairman declared a Prejudicial Interest

Payments and ratification of payments by debit card and invoices received after the
publication of the Agenda

Appointment of Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants to carry out the 2022/23
internal audit

To adopt a Scheme of Delegation for the period 27 April 2023 to 25 May 2023

To accept the quotation from Scribe relating to accounting and Cemetery software

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.

Signed: Date:

Chair of Georgeham Parish Council.




