
GEORGEHAM PARISH  COUNCIL. 
 

PARISH CLERK:  MRS SUE SQUIRE,  HAXLEA, 2 THREEWAYS, BRATTON FLEMING, BARNSTAPLE. 
 EX31 4TG. 

TEL:  01598 710526.      E MAIL:  georgehamparishcouncil@gmail.com 
	

TO:  ALL COUNCILLORS:   You are summoned to a Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 27 April 
2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.                                                                          

Sue Squire, Parish Clerk.  20 April 2023 
 

Please read the notices below. 
 

Members of the public wishing to speak to any item on the Agenda may 
do so under 'Representations from the Public' at the beginning of a 

meeting. The time limit for speaking is limited to 3 minutes. The public 
are not permitted, under Standing Orders, to speak or take part in the 

meeting after this item. 
 

 

If members of the public wish to have further information on items mentioned on this Agenda, please 
contact the Clerk, details above. 
 

 

No.	 Item						
1. Representations from the public.  

1.1  Email from a member of the public regarding a Freedom of Information Act Request in relation to a 
property being built where photographs have been supplied for further consideration in relation to the 
Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
A follow up email has been received from the same member of the public requesting details of the cost of 
producing the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
1.2  Email from a resident giving details of representations submitted to North Devon Council Planning 
Department in respect of Planning Application 76943. 
 

The public are not permitted to speak or take part in the meeting after this item.  
 

2. Talk by Councillor Adrian Bryant about the Tarka Trail NCN27 between Willingcott and Knowle. 
Councillor Bryant is working with John Grimshaw, founder of Sustrans, who currently runs the charity Greenways and 
Cycleroutes and Northern Devon Cycling Campaign, to find a way for the Tarka Trail between Willingcott and Knowle to 
be completed as soon as possible. 
To be able to achieve this, the support of Georgeham Parish Council is requested, as Devon County Council is 
currently unwilling to entertain the idea of John Grimshaw being involved, despite John being asked by the Government 
to construct the National Cycle Network. 
Councillor Bryant’s talk is estimated to last for approximately 5 minutes and questions can be asked afterwards.  
 

3. Apologies.   

4. Declarations of Interest 
 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 30 March 2023. 
6. Reports. 
6.1 County Councillor Mrs P Maskell 

Representations have been made to North Devon Council regarding a substantial increase in Croyde car parking 
charges which will affect the organisers of Croyde Craft Market.  Councillor Mrs Maskell has pointed out that the land 
for the car park was left to the Parish by Mrs Killard-Leavey and under a previous administration of Georgeham Parish 
Council, it decided to hand the car park over to the District Council and a request has been made for the car park to be 
returned to the Parish asking the question as to how this could be achieved. 



6.2 District Councillors Mrs P Barker and Mrs J Chesters 
Enforcement – Croyde Bap Camp Site 

6.3 Croyde Play Area – Councillor Taffinder. 
§ Report by a member of the public of broken cradle seat on swing.  Due to the urgency of this matter, the Clerk 

ordered a replacement from Sutcliffe Play at a cost of £273.50. 
 

§ Play Inspection Company Inspection Findings requiring urgent attention. 
6.4 Georgeham Play Park – Councillor Taffinder.   

Play Inspection Company Inspection Findings requiring urgent attention relating to worn chains on swings.  

6.5 Potholes – Councillor Taffinder.   
 

6.6 P3 Parish Paths Partnership – Councillor Mrs Young 
 

To approve the quotation of £480.00 from Suber for thinning out of trees / hedge on Footpath 19 (beach 
footpath), Croyde. 
 

6.7 Georgeham Defibrillator Check.  Done monthly and PC advised every 3 months. 
6.8 Glebe Field – Councillor Gething 
6.9 New Website – Councillor Gething 
6.10 Parish Clerk: 

v Has been in touch with two of the three newly elected Councillors giving details of training, booking 
training and answering questions.  Details are being sent in hard copy to the third new Councillor. 

v Has, at the request of Cllr Tucker, investigated whether a car parked in Georgeham Car Park is taxed 
and MOTd, which it is. 

v Has sent holding emails as a result of items included on this Agenda 
v Notification of removal of telephone pole in Newberry Road.  At the suggestion of Councillors, the 

question was asked if the pole could be set further back to allow for the continuation of the footpath.  It was 
advised that the pole to be replaced was not the one between The New Rectory and Glebe Field, but one 
further up Newberry Road. 

v Dealt with an email from a member of the public regarding the broken swing at Croyde Play Area and 
ordered a new swing, informing Councillors Taffinder, Maddocks and Beaumont 
 

7. Planning.  To consider the following Applications: 
7.1 76825 – Excavation works to create one pond and one scrape area – North Hole Farm, Georgeham, EX33 1JQ 

The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 13/4/23 and the Planning Officer has been requested to grant an 
extension to allow the application to be considered at this meeting. The consultation date on the North Devon Council 
website shows a deadline date of 28 April. 

7.2 76916 – Replacing conservatory with extension and associated works at 8 Broad Park Close, Croyde, EX33 
1NR 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 17/4/23 and the Planning Officer has granted an extension to 
allow the application to be considered at this meeting. 

7.3 76954 – Extension of showroom area and additional office space – Croyde Motors, 3 Jones Hill, Croyde, EX33 
1LX 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 26/4/23 and the Planning Officer has been requested to grant an 
extension to allow the application to be considered at this meeting. 

7.4 76940 – Demolition of existing swimming pool building and replacement with 2 new dwellings, including neew 
hard landscaping – Croyde Bay Holidays, Beach Road, Croyde, EX33 1NZ 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 26/4/23 and the Planning Officer has been requested to grant an 
extension to allow the application to be considered at this meeting. 

7.5 76943 – Erection of a replacement agricultural building – land at Bottoms Lane, Bottoms Lane, Darracott, EX33 
1JY 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 5/5/23.   

7.6 76964 – Proposed single height extension and associated works – Ocho Rios, Langsfield, Croyde, EX33 1QD 
The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 10/5/23.   

7.7 77020 – Single storey front extension, first floor extension over garage and change of concrete roof tiles to 
composite slate at 2 Home Farm Close, Croyde, EX33 1PD. 



The deadline date for the Parish Council’s response is 10/5/23 
7.8 76909 – Application for consent for works to trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order in respect of crown 

reduction of 3 x Sycamore trees and 1 Ash tree – land at 3 Putsborough Road & 4 & 5 Williamson Close, 
Georgeham, EX33 1JU 
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application.  

7.9 77027  – Approval of details in respect of discharge of condition 11 (CEMP) attached to planning permission 
72591 Erection of replacement dwelling – Lan Y Mor, Long Close, road from Putsborough to Jones’s Hill, 
Croyde, EX33 1NH 
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application. 

8. Planning Correspondence.   To note the following North Devon Council Decision Notices: 
Approvals for: 

§ 76657 – Application for a lawful development certificate for existing use as a permanent residential dwelling – 
1 Croyde Sands Bungalows, Sandy Lane, Croyde, EX33 1PS 

§ 76863 – Application for Lawful Development Certificate seeking confirmation that development under planning 
application 70887 (conversion of redundant agricultural building to one dwelling) has commenced within the 
required timeframe – Darracott House, Georgeham, EX33 1JY 

§ 75836 – Subdivision of dwelling to create a separate dwelling – Westover, Moor Lane, Croyde, EX33 1NU 
§ 76401 – Conversion of agricultural shed to a dwelling (amended plans) – South Hole Farm, Forda, EX33 1JG 
§ 76700 – Extensions and alterations to dwelling and associated works – Endelentia, Croyde, EX33 1QE 

 

Prior Approval Not Required: 
§ 76847 – Erection of earth bank slurry store – North Hole Farm, Georgeham, EX33 1JQ 

 

Refusal: 
§ 76112 - Extension and alterations to dwelling – Hobbs House, Hobbs Hill, Croyde, EX33 1NE 

 

Enforcement. 
§ 12630 – Alleged unauthorized development – creation of an access at land at Northfield Road junction 

with Nethercott Road, Braunton, EX33 1HT.  The Enforcement Officer has advised that a site visit has been 
made and a review of the planning history of the site carried out.  The planning officer has decided that the 
creation of an access requires planning permission. 
However, the planning officer has judged the creation of an access against the planning policies and 
concluded that the works are acceptable.   
The site has been monitored for some time and the planning officer has stated that as the entrance has only 
received periodic use and it is in connection with agricultural use and is better access as opposed to the old 
access, the case is not expedient to pursue and on this occasion, no further action will be taken.  
 

§ 13608 – Alleged Reach of Condition – Planning Application 74101 for an extension and alterations to 
dwelling.  Building has almost been demolished at The Cottage, 9 Cott Lane, Croyde, EX33 1ND.  The 
Clerk received representations from a parishioner and immediately reported this to North Devon Council 
Enforcement Department requesting that the matter was treated as a priority due to the demolition. 

 

§ To discuss a Shepherd’s hut and toilet in Buckland Road.  A barn has been built on the land with 
permission given on 29/12/21 for Planning Application 74440.  No trace of an application for the shepherd’s 
hut and toilet can be traced which it is believed are temporary buildings which have been in place for a 
minimum of one year. 
 

9. Finance.  Balances will be tabled. 
9.1  To approve the following payments by BACS: 

Mrs S Squire Broadband 
Photocopying 
Mileage  

  
 
 

Approved 
by the 
Chairman 

North Devon Council Salary recharge for April 2023   £TBA 
Mr T Squire Cleaning public toilets at Georgeham (April 23)   £120.00 
Mr S Wightman Grounds maintenance (April 2023) 

1.5% increase as agreed in 2019 for the 4 year 
contract, this being the last year 

  £784.27 



M Beaumont Reimbursement for Coronation event items   £37.60 
Countryside and 
Garden 

Replacement of timber stile with a metal stock 
proof kissing gate 

  £507.00 

 

Ratification of the following payments made by the Parish Council’s Debit Card: 
 
 

Sutcliffe Play Replacement cradle seat for swing in Croyde 
Play Park 

  £273.50 

EDF Energy Electricity supply to Georgeham Playing Field / 
Pavilion 

  £160.07 

 

8.2  Public Works Loan Board.  The balance of the loan outstanding as at 31 March 2023 was £28,847.51. 
The loan of £50,000.00 was taken out on 21/5/18 for 10 years at an annual interest rate of 2.20% with two half yearly 
payments of £2,798.75 taken by direct debit on 21 May and 21 November. 
 

8.3  Internal Audit.  The Clerk has requested Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants to quote and the figure given is 
£415.00. 
The amount paid for the 2021/22 audit by IAC was £474.00. 
The Clerk will recommend that Councillors approve that Thomas Westcott Chartered Accountants is appointed to carry 
out the 2022/23 internal audit, on the basis of cost and a positive experience when auditing another of her Parishes last 
year. 
 

10. Scheme of Delegation.  In preparation for the 2023 Parish Council Election, and any emergency which may arise, 
Councillors to consider the adoption of a document to cover any eventualities between the date of this meeting and the 
date of the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Thursday, 25 May 2023 which will be the first meeting of the newly 
elected Council when its Constitution for the next four years will be carried out. 
 

11. Parish Council Election.  It is an uncontested election.  Nine people put themselves forward to fill the nine available 
seats and the Parish Council is up to full strength. 
The following people are deemed to have been elected: 
M Beaumont, J Cox, R Hare, Mrs E Huggett, S Maddocks, M Taffinder, Dr E Williams, Mrs J Young, N Zazra. 
 

12. To consider responses to matters raised under Public Participation. 
 

13. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2023. 
13.1 Broadband.  Update from the Clerk. 

 

13.2 King Charles III Coronation – Councillor Beaumont. 
 

13.3 Community Land Trust Proposals.  It is expected to have the photographs / images to demonstrate the impact of the 
potential highway changes outlined by its consultants having liaised with Devon Highways representatives following the 
surveyor’s work planned for 20 April. 
Councillors will be invited to comment.  
 

13.4 New Notice Board at David’s Hill.  The Clerk will give an update on the position. 
14. Correspondence.   

 

14.1 Wavelength Media Ltd.    Letter to advise that the Wavelength Spring Classic Festival will be held at Woolacombe 
Down between 1 and 4 June 2023.  A surf competition will be held at Combesgate beach on the Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday between 8am and 2pm. 
The organisers anticipate that up to 4,000 people will attend and advise that a robjust traffic management plan has 
been designed;  strict noise control measures have been agreed with North Devon Council; waste and litter will be 
actively managed to prevent adverse impact on the environment. 
During the course of the event, it will be possible to contact the organisers and the number can be used to report 
instances of noise disturbance, traffic management concerns or any other issue. 
 

The letter has been circulated to Councillors for their information.  
 

14.2 Flogas.  Email to advise that the surcharge on cylinders has been reduced to £4.20 ex VAT per bottle on all orders 
placed from 3/4/23.  
 



	

14.3 North Devon World Surfing Reserve Inauguration.  Two representatives from Georgeham Parish Council are invited 
to the official inauguration.  Details have been circulated to Councillors.  
 

14.4 Enquiry on whether the traffic monitor is covered by the Parish Council’s insurance. 
The Clerk has asked the question and is waiting for a reply. 
 

15. Urgent items raised by the Chairman. 
 

16. Items raised by Councillors / Clerk. 
16.1   Clerk’s Leave.  The Clerk requested leave on 23 & 24 March 2023 and will request leave on 4/5/23 in order to 
assist North Devon Council as Poll Clerk in the Parish Council elections. 
 

16.2  Clerk’s Training.   
§ ‘Clerking in Action’ delivered by Scribe on 18/4/23.  A written Report has been circulated to Councillors.  

Following this course, the Clerk has obtained a free copy of the A-Z Grant Funding for Town and Parish 
Councils which has been forwarded to Councillors. 
 

§ Introduction to Scribe which provides purpose-build cloud applications that enable local councils in England 
and Wales to manage their financial accounts and cemeteries with pin point accuracy.  Scribe provides 
continuous, free training sessions from the Scribe Academy with uncapped support from its team of qualified 
Accountants and Clerks.  
 

A quotation has been circulated to Councillors and the Clerk will recommend that this is accepted, the details 
being a monthly subscription of £55 for accounts (£660); £29 for the Cemetery (£348), one off set up fee 
for Accounts £479 = £1,487.  A one off set up fee for the Cemetery has not been charged for if the accounts 
package is accepted.  
 

The Clerk has already used the free budget projection spreadsheet which was welcomed by Councillors who 
found it easy to follow. 
 

§ Social Media by Breakthrough Communications, also attended by Councillor Mrs Huggett.  The Clerk has 
circulated a written Report.   

 

16.3  Dates of meetings to May 2024.  The following will be suggested, with the option of extra mid month meetings 
should there be a large number of planning applications to consider: 
May 25; June 29; July 27; August 31; September 28; October 26 (the Clerk is on leave and this date may be changed); 
30 November, 14 December;  
2024.  4 January, 25 January, 29 February, 28 March, 18 April (Clerk on leave 25 April for a family celebration); 30 
May. 
The 2024 Annual Parish Meeting is pencilled in for Thursday 21 March. 
 

17. Part II Confidential.   
18. Date of next meeting:  Thursday, 25 May 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm. 

 
This will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting and is the first meeting of the newly elected Council following 
the Parish Council election on 4 May 2023. 
 
Current Councillors remain in office until Tuesday 9 May 2023 and newly elected Councillors assume office 
from that date. 
 


