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Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday, 19 January 
2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm. 

 
Chaired by:  Councillor M Beaumont Clerked by:  Mrs Sue Squire 

 

Present:  Councillors 
 
M Beaumont 
Mrs E Hugget 
Mrs T Luxton 
S Maddocks 
M Taffinder 
Dr E Williams 
Mrs J Young 
 
County Councillor Mrs P Maskell 
 
District Councillor Mrs J Chesters 
 
3 Members of the Public  
 

Agenda: - 
Public Participation 
Apologies 
Declarations of Interest 
Approval of Minutes 
Reports 
Planning 
Finance 
To consider matters raised under Public Participation 
Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held 
   on 15 December 2022 
Correspondence 
Urgent items raised by the Chairman 
Matters raised by Councillors / Clerk 
Part II Confidential 
Date and time of next meeting  

                         
Action: 

158. Public Particpation 
158.1  A local camp site owner spoke about overnight car parking in the North Devon Council 
run car park at Croyde and the disturbance which has arisen from it.  In relation to North Devon 
Council’s proposal to allow permanent overnight camping for motor homes, he would like to be 
consulted as a neighbour, and the details not ‘just waved through’.  
 
158.2  The applicant of Planning Application 75813 explained that there were no changes to 
the application, apart from the fact that a red line had been shown on the road, simply to make 
landowners aware. 
He had not received any feedback or observations. 
Since the application had been submitted, there had been a number of changes to planning officers 
dealing with the application, and had received an email from the officer who had most recently been 
dealing with the application before they left, that the proposals would be supported.  
 

District Councillor Mrs Chesters suggested that this email was forwarded to her to follow up. 
 

Councillor Williams asked about the red line which she had noted extended down the lane to the 
road.  Did this imply that the applicant also owned the lane and does he have a written right of 
access? 
 
The applicant advised that it was the planning office who had suggested this to show landowners of 
the details. 
The right of access is historic as Councillor Maddocks originally owned the field and when it came up 
for action, the right of access was a condition.  It was confirmed that the red line was there only to 
show access.  
 
158.3  Letter of complaint from a landowner regarding a Planning Application.   
This was further discussed under Minute No. 166.1. 
 
158.4   Advice that street lights at Jones’s Hill were faulty, which the Clerk has reported via the 
DCC website. 
 
158.5  Representations regarding a small triangular piece of land in Moor Lane with the 
suggestion that it is purchased by the Parish Council (or asked to be donated to) and the area 
made into a regular footpath, which it is felt will improve pedestrian safety. 
This was further discussed under Minute No. 166.2. 
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158.6  Request for a plaque in the Croyde / Braunton area to the memory of a person who had 
holidayed in the area since boyhood. 
Councillor Maddocks offered for this to be fixed on a seat in his field. 
 
158.6  Representations from two separate residents regarding Planning Application 76392  
Luckenborough, Stentaway Lane, Croyde. 
 

 
Clerk to 
advise 
family 
member 
 
 
 

159. Apologies.  Councillor R Tucker 
 

 
160. Declarations of Interest. 

Councillor Maddocks declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 163.4 – Planning Application 
75813, the applicant being a family member. 
 
Councillor Mrs Young declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 163.2, Planning Application 
76392, being a neighbour who had submitted her own representations to North Devon 
Council. 
 

 

161. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 December 2022. 
Approved and signed as a correct record. 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Young 
Seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.    

 

162. Reports. 
 

 
162.1 Police.  The Clerk had made enquiries about the Braunton Neighbourhood Newsletter, which used to 

be received, and the reply is as follows: 
Braunton should be receiving their newsletters as they are sent to the Braunton PCSO’s to 
forward on by the Lynton PCSO, however it depends on their duty days & Rest Days as to 
when they are able to forward it on, they also getting a few days after Lynton’s has been 
produced.  
 

Sadly the crime figures are currently not available for the larger more busier areas then 
Lynton, this is due to a new crime system that Devon and Cornwall police now have, the old 
method of collecting the crime states for each area no longer works and although the Lynton 
PCSO can trawl the new system looking for Lynton’s crime figures, this is only possible 
because they have very few incidents and crimes, but the busier areas have just too much 
data to look through to get accurate figures.  
 

It has been advised that it can take up to 6 months for them to sort this issue. 
Crime figures can however be viewed online through www.Police.uk but they are always at 
least 2 months in arrears, in other words if you look today the earliest crime figures you will 
see is for last November. 
 

The Clerk to advise the parishioner who had raised this explaining that the system cannot allow the 
previous arrangements to resume as it would take a lot of Police resource time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

162.2 County Councillor Mrs P Maskell – written report received and circulated to Councillors as 
follows: 
DCC Draft Budget – The draft budgets have been prepared and will now go to scrutiny. Although exact details 
are to be agreed, overall we have had more funding come through for social care from the Autumn statement 
and a better than expected financial settlement at Christmas.  So funding for Adults, Children’s and Highway’s 
services are set to go up.  The margins will still be very tight and, depending on what scrutiny recommends, 
there may be some changes to services. 
 

Highway’s Issues.  I have asked our Neighbourhood Highways Officer to look at the condition of the road 
through North Buckland village and also Stentaway Lane which is deteriorating rapidly, particularly the crater of 
a pothole opposite Lace House.  Unfortunately the amount of building work going on along there isn’t helping.  I 
am waiting to hear back from her. 
 

I reported the wall at Forda corner and the Neighbourhood Highways Officer has inspected the site.  The 
damaged section is within the parapet wall which forms part of the adjacent landowner’s entrance. Therefore 
the wall is private and the responsibility is with the landowner to maintain. The Parish Council may wish to 

 



Page 3 of 11  DRAFT Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on 19.01.23 in Georgeham Village Hall. 

contact them. 
 

Unfortunately, the ongoing pattern of cold weather sandwiched between bouts of heavy rain has been having a 
profound impact on the road network across the county.  Highways are currently receiving around 500 pothole 
reports per day and as of last Friday had 2,700 defects in Devon.  The teams are out repairing daily, but with 
the end of the financial year looming with a difficult budget and more cold weather, this is going to be a tough 
winter on our roads. 
 

Changing Places Facility – I thought you might appreciate an update, unfortunately the Planning Officer failed 
to put up notices on the site before the Christmas break so the consultation period had to be extended until the 
end of January. This has delayed the groundworks which were scheduled to be done this month whilst 
Parkdean’s contractors were on site doing new lodges. Meanwhile the unit has been built and everything is on 
hold. We are disappointed with the hold up but keeping everything crossed that there  won’t be any issues with 
the planning application.  
 

162.3 District Councillor Mrs J Chesters. 
Meetings she had intended to go had been cancelled. 
 

She had received a phone call regarding the overnight camping in Croyde car park (Minute No. 158.1 
also refers) and it has been established that Georgeham Parish Council has not been consulted 
about the proposal. 
She had a conversation with North Devon Council and ascertained that the biggest impact for Croyde 
is the new Off Street Parking Regulations, which it had been understood had gone out to all 
stakeholders from the Offstreet Parking Officer on 23/11/22.  
 

The details include a motor home proposal which allows a limited number of such vehicles in North 
Devon Council car parks, one of them being in Croyde.  Only motor homes with full facilities will be 
allowed.   
 

Subsequently, the full Off Street Parking Regulation Order has been supplied to Georgeham Parish 
Council.   
 

District Councillor Mrs Chesters acknowledged that the Parish Council’s problems, and that of the 
immediate surrounding neighbourhood, was overnight parking.   
When a number of representations were received last Summer regarding problems with people using 
the car park overnight for camping and representations made to North Devon Council about this, it 
was understood that North Devon Council were going to erect ‘no overnight camping’ signs, but it 
would appear there has been a complete contradiction on this and the submissions from this Council 
and that of local people including camp site owners have not been taken into account when drawing 
up these new proposals.   The reason given was that the restriction could not be looked at until the 
cost was calculated. 
 

Councillor Mrs Chesters has queried the actions taken and was told that details of the Order had not 
been sent to everyone as not all camp sites allow motor homes.   
 

The proposal, as mentioned earlier, only allows a motor home to stay one night and a charge will be 
made.  North Devon Council had admitted this situation could not be policed. 
 

Councillor Mrs Chesters felt the situation was outrageous and that Croyde’s situation had not been 
taken into account, with the car park being in the centre of the village and in the middle of a 
residential area, unlike the other car parks in which the Order is intended.   
 

Councillor Taffinder pointed out that Croyde’s car park, the only one in the village, is small and public 
toilets, run by North Devon Council, are some distance from it and additionally, they are locked at 
night.   
 

Councillor Mrs Chesters had been asked to make representations to North Devon Council about the 
effect that these proposals will have on Croyde, with the car park situation in the bowl of a valley 
which amplifies noise.  People camping, having picnics, noise, using the area as a public toilet is 
regarded as wholly unacceptable.   It was also noted that the car parking spaces are not large 
enough to accommodate motor homes, only vehicles the size of a normal car parking bay. 
 

Councillor Mrs Chesters felt annoyed that Georgeham Parish Council had not been consulted and 
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that the Council is being asked to police a situation over which it has no control. 
 

Councillor Beaumont suggested that a very strong letter is written to North Devon Council, not only 
covering the fact that Georgeham Parish Council had not been consulted, but in addition, to object to 
the proposals of the new Off Street Parking Order.   
 

It was known that a local camp site owner had spoken to other camp site owners who are going to 
submit an objection.    
 

 
 
Clerk 

162.4 Croyde Play Area – Councillor Taffinder.   
§ Report received that everything is in order. 

 

§ Play Area Inspections.  The Play Inspection Company has been advised that they have 
been awarded the contract. 

§ RoSPA and Wicksteed Leisure have been advised that their quotation had not been 
accepted. 

 

§ A member of the public reported that the gate latch required attention and Councillor 
Maddocks has attended to this.  
 

§ North Devon Council has been requested to remove an accumulation of leaves in Croyde 
car park run by the authority and the area has seen an improvement.   

 

 

162.5 Georgeham Play Park – Councillor Taffinder.   
§ Report received that everything is in order 

§ Croyde & Georgeham Rovers Football Club has been advised about the suggestion relating 
to moles on the pitch 

 

 

162.6 Potholes – Councillor Taffinder.  A pothole has been reported beside Lace House / Seagrass 
House, Stentaway Lane.   
 

 

162.7 P3 Parish Paths Partnership – Councillor Mrs Young (JY).  A written Report had been circulated 
to Councillors, as follows: 
A meeting had been held with the Head of DCC Public Rights of Way (RB) (PRoW) with Councillor 
Maddocks also present: 
1. Work currently being done to upgrade Ms Mays FP7 
2. The potential upgrading of 2 gates/stiles in Croyde and the one on the descent from North 
Buckland to Spreacombe were discussed – Devon Footpaths are happy to provide new gates/stiles.  
Picture of self closing gate for stock protection provided.  JY to provide photograph of the stile at 
North Buckland and Spreacombe so that Head of PRoW can assess.  We are to liaise with Dave 
Trickett (DT) (Countryside and Garden) to see if he is free to do fitting work for the 2 Croyde 
stiles/gates unless landowner wishes to do the work.  If DT agrees to do the work, JY is to contact RB 
at the time to consider funding.  If stile is kept and the gradient is steep, consider putting in a hand rail 
to make it easier to use. 
3. Double check state of signs in the next Footpath Survey. 
    a.  Agreed that RB would look into providing wooden sign with “Putsborough – ½ mile” on it to 
         replace the broken one at the junction of FPs 22 and 26 
    b.  Sign at North Buckland – north end of FP11 – needs replacing/looking at. 
4.  Agreed to continue with the current arrangements for local farmer trimming of sections of FP22 – 
apply for grant monies to cover it in the next P3 grant application round.  Farmer has also agreed to 
continue with this arrangement next year.  
5.  FP 19 Beach Footpath – DT and his team had done a great job – JY to ask DT to look at it in 
Spring next year and get a quote for any maintenance work and then contact RB. 
6.  Electric fences near footpaths – JY check boards / handles in place. 
7.  Check low branch on FP16 – JY. 
8.  RB says another gate on FP17 could be provided to help with stock control so that all areas of the 
field can be properly utilized – SM and RB to liaise. 
9.  FP18 is South West Coast Path and current identified improvements are in the hands of Natural 
England. 
10.  FP46 discussed – the section as you approach top end of Hole Cleave Road – very deep mud 

JY / SM 
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and water in winter/rainy months.  Improvement would involve significant grant monies investment – it 
is a popular route for people in Braunton wanting to walk to Croyde/Saunton and vice versa.  Raising 
the issue now so that if there is funding available in the future it can be considered.  
  
When the Clerk submits the P3 Expenditure Form to DCC PRoW, the sum of £500 to be included as 
per Point 4 in the above report. 
 
Councillor Mrs Young also advised that there are to be new signs for North Buckland and north end of  
Broadway Lane.   
 

162.8 Georgeham Defibrillator Check.  Done monthly and PC advised every 3 months. 
Councillor Beaumont to enquire the last time it was checked so that a quarterly dairy note can be 
made. 
 

 
MB 

162.9 Georgeham Churchyard – Councillor Beaumont. 
Councillors Beaumont and Williams had attended a Parochial Church Council (PCC) meeting on 
14/12/22 to discuss terms and expectations about the management of the Churchyard, the Minutes of 
which were awaited.    
 

 

163. Planning.  The following Applications were considered: Clerk 
163.1 76354 – Installation of a domestic sized system of photovoltaic solar panels to be positioned 

on the S/SSW facing roof elevation – The Coach House at St George’s House, Georgeham, 
EX33 1JN. 
Proposed by Councillor Taffinder to recommend approval. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed.   
 

 

163.2 76392 – Demolition of dwelling & erection of replacement dwelling at Luckenborough, Croyde, 
EX33 1NH 
Representations from members of the public had been received. 
Councillor Mrs Young declared an Interest, left the room and did not take part in the 
discussion, decision or voting thereon.  
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to recommend refusal on the following grounds: 
Georgeham Parish Council recommends refusal of this application on the following grounds: 
 

The application does not comply with Policies H1, H3, H4, BE1, BE2, BE3, BE5, BE6, BE8, NE1, 
NE2, NE4 of the Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan 
 

There is no evidence of support for this proposal and many concerns raised both by local 
residents and the Sustainability Officer, Environmental Health Officer and the AONB. 
 

Concerns relate to size, scale, mass and height, and to materials, and to inconsistencies in the 
information provided concerning boundary lines to the proposed development.  The LVIA 
omits reference to key views;  screening information is inadequate. 
 

The drainage plan is not based on a thorough assessment of suitability, especially for the 
swimming pool.  There is an out of season Wildlife Report. 
 

Georgeham Parish Council agrees with the many representations made.  The plans do not 
conform to the Local Development Plan, as expressed in those representations. 
 

In addition, Georgeham Parish Council would wish there to be a permanent residency 
occupancy condition attached if this building is redeveloped, securely legally imposed. 
 

Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and agreed.   
 

 

163.3 76401 – Conversion of agricultural shed to a dwelling at South Hole Farm, Forda, EX33 1JG 
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks to comment as follows: 
Georgeham Parish Council is minded to approve this application with conditions, as follows: 
 

It must comply with Policy H1 of the Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan.  
 

Councillors are anxious that the application may not comply with Policy NE2, as they have 
concerns about the light spill from indoor, outdoor and security lighting which could affect the 
foraging habitat of bats. 
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Georgeham Parish Council ask for reassurance that all the trees along the lane on the east 
side will be protected.  It is noted that trees/hedges at the north east corner of the site area are 
not included in the red line but provide necessary shade and screening for foraging wildlife. 
 

It would be helpful to have a Landscape Management Plan to ensure that the vegetation is 
properly maintained and maybe enhanced. 
 

It would have been helpful if the blue line had been included to show ownership so that it 
could be seen how the proposal fits in with other ownership in the area.  
 

Seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.   
163.4 75813 – Erection of mono-pitch open fronted agricultural building for general storage and 

occasional housing of livestock (amended plans) at land at Croyde. 
Representations from the applicant had been heard during Public Participation. 
Councillor Maddocks declared a Prejudicial Interest, left the room and did not take part in the 
discussion, decision or voting thereon.  
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton to recommend approval as there is no reason to change 
the previous recommendations, which are to be repeated in the Parish Council’s response. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Huggett and agreed. 
Georgeham Parish Council recommends approval of this application, and do not see any 
reason to change the previous response, sent on 30/9/22, as follows: 
 

Georgeham Parish Council wishes to recommend approval of this application.  It was noted 
that the applicant had put in a full planning application regarding the proposed open mono 
pitch barn and that the LPA could therefore consider appropriate conditions. 
 

It is noted that there is already a substantial building close by in the next field and at a similar 
level on the hillside to that of the proposed agricultural barn. 
 

The proposed barn appears to be proportionate in design and scale to the proposed use 
described by the applicant. 
 

Should the LPA grant this application, Georgeham Parish Council suggests conditions be 
considered regarding the following: 
 

1. The building should be removed if the business does not continue 
2. The hedges should be retained and maintained to assist in screening the building 
3. Rationalising of other structures on the field.  For example removing any sheds/other 
structures that are no longer necessary if permission for the proposed barn is granted. 
 

The LPA will need to satisfy itself as to compliance with applicable regulations regarding the 
keeping of swine. 
 

 

163.5 76432 – Removal of condition 4 (occupancy restriction) attached to planning permission 72495 
(conversion of & extension to garage to form a unit of holiday accommodation) to allow for full 
permanent residential occupancy – Frog Street Farm, Georgeham, EX33 1JQ. 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Young to recommend refusal on the following grounds: 
 

Georgeham Parish Council recommends refusal of this application for removal of 
condition 4 (holiday let use) to permit permanent residential use based on the current 
lack of information provided in connection with this application. 
 

Whilst based on current housing needs, replacement of holiday let accommodation with 
housing with an H1 principal residence occupancy condition attached may well be acceptable 
in principle, the application has to be made properly so that the implications can be fully 
assessed. 
 

There are other conditions attaching to the original planning permission 72495 that have to be 
satisfied before occupancy of the property is commenced and GPC recommends that the site 
is visited to establish that these other conditions attached to planning permission 72495 have 
been adhered to as mentioned below. 
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The recommendation for refusal is based on the following grounds which, it is stressed, is not 
because the Parish Council do not recognise the need for permanent affordable housing: 
1. The application is inadequate, as certain important pieces of information are missing 
 

2. There are no plans showing how a separate residential unit will relate to the adjoining 
dwellings and spaces 
 

3. There is no plan or information submitted with the application to show where the amenity 
space is, or the garden, or what parking spaces and turning areas will be provided specifically 
for that property and compared to the others.   Building Regulations for holiday lets are not as 
onerous or as generous in space as for permanent living accommodation and information 
should be provided on whether the property meets the permanent residential building 
regulations standards. 
 

4.  The application is extremely difficult to match to Georgeham Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
 

5. With variation applications, the newly adopted Neighbourhood Plan is now a material 
consideration 
 

6.  The proposal is outside of the development line and under policy BE5 needs to justify why 
it should be there 
 

Georgeham Parish Council wishes to point out that the original decision for which planning 
permission was granted was on 7 January 2021 under application 72495 had Conditions, 
notably 5 and 6.  These do not appear to have been complied with. 
 

In relation to Condition 5 the Decision Notice states 'Prior to the development hereby 
approved being brought into use, the biodiversity net gains as indicated on the approved plan, 
shall be provided in full and retained thereafter'. 
 

Condition 6 states:  'The development shall [not] sic be occupied until space has been laid out 
within the site in accordance with the plan submitted with the application for two vehicles to 
be parked and for vehicles to turn so that they may enter and leave the site in forward gear 
and that area shall not thereafter be used for any purpose other than the parking of vehicles. 
Reason:  To ensure adequate parking and turning facilities are available to the occupiers of 
the development and to avoid traffic danger and inconvenience to highways in accordance 
with Policies DM05 and DM06 of the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan. 
 

The plan which was approved with planning permission 72495 had two parking areas, one 
parking area in front of what was the garage that has now been turned into accommodation 
and another clear parking area to the south east of it that may have been there to assist with 
turning.  This area to the south east is now physically occupied by a new garage for which 
planning permission does not appear to have been obtained.   These details should be 
checked by the planning officer. 
 

If the planning officer is minded to approve the application, the above issues should be 
satisfactorily addressed and the dwelling concerned should be for principal residence 
occupancy only secured by the most effective legally binding method (currently appropriately 
worded agreement containing covenants to be registered on the title) under GNP policy H1. 
 

Seconded by Councillor Williams and unanimously agreed.  
163.6 76405 – Erection of timber pergola with solar panels above – Fernleigh, Georgeham, EX33 1JL. 

Proposed by Councillor Taffinder to recommend approval. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Young and agreed, with one objection.  

 

164. Planning Correspondence.   The following North Devon Council Decision Notices were noted: 
Approvals for: 

§ 76041 – Proposed attached double garage extension and erection of bin store – Montague 
Farm, 6 Watery Lane, Croyde, EX33 1NQ 

§ 71066 – Conversion and change of use of agricultural building to form 3 Local Needs 
Dwellings (additional information) – Springfield Nurseries, Twinney House, Georgeham, 
EX33 1JY 
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§ 76018 – Extension to dwelling to create ensuite bedroom with study and kitchenette above 
(Resubmission of application 75031) – 2 Millers Brook, Croyde, EX33 1PQ 

§ 76285 – Erection of decking, hot tub and sauna – Smallacombe House, Spreacombe, EX33 
1JA 

§ 76303 – First floor extension over garage to form dependent annex – The Drift, lane to 
Stoney Cottage, Croyde, EX33 1NU 

§ 76242 – Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 75639 
(demolition of existing extension to be replaced with a new 2 storey extension) to allow 
amendment to garage and roof design – The Beach House, Putsborough Road, 
Georgeham, EX33 1JU 

§ 76249 – Minor alterations to existing Flume Tower – Ruda Holiday Park, Moor Lane, 
Croyde, EX33 1NZ 

§ 75735 – Demolition of existing holiday chalet and replacement with new holiday chalet – The 
Wendy House, 25 Leadengate Close, Croyde, EX33 1PT 

 

Refusals for: 
§ 74488 – Erection of 5 residential dwellings – land adjacent to Langsfield, Croyde, EX33 1QD 
§ 74539 – Demolition of equestrian buildings and construction of a self build, local need 

dwelling and garage – land South East of Bottoms Lane, Darracott, Georgeham, EX33 1JY 
§ 76180 – Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) and 3 (materials) attached to planning 

permission 74998 (extension and alterations to form new first floor) to allow changes to 
approved material finishes and solar PV panels to South Elevation – Ocean Sands, 16 Lane 
Head Close, Croyde, EX33 1NW 

 

Approval not required: 
§ 76257 – Prior notification for erection of one agricultural shed for storage of tractor, 

machinery and agricultural equipment – land off Kennel Lane, Crowborough Road, 
Georgeham 

 

Withdrawn: 
§ 75804 – Demolition of existing dwelling & construction of replacement dwelling – 8 Broad 

Park Close, Croyde, EX33 1NR 
§ 75150 – Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 62954 

(demolition of existing dwelling & erection of one dwelling with detached garage) to allow for 
amended design – Atlantis Lodge, Moor Lane, Croyde, EX33 1PA 

§ 75945 – Extensions and alterations to dwelling to include addition of a first floor, demolition 
of existing garage and erection of a new garage, together with adjustments to access, 
parking and associated works – Ocho Rios, Langsfield, Croyde, EX33 1QD 

 

165 Finance.   
Balances:  Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 13 January 2023:    £6,856.47 
Lloyds Bank Instant Access Savings Account as at 13 January 2023: £57,106.74 
 

165.1  The following payments by BACS were approved and authorised: 
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont 
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.  
 

Mrs S Squire Broadband 
Photocopying 
Mileage (5/1/23 & 19/1/23) 

 3.00 
7.80 
34.20 

 
 
£45.00 

North Devon 
Council 

Salary recharge for January 2023   £851.44 

Mr T Squire - Cleaning public toilets at Georgeham (Jan 23) 
-  Reimbursement for replacement bucket & mop 
    for toilets 
-  Reimbursement for dustpan & brush for 
Pavilion 
- Cleaning Pavilion for unscheduled friendly 
match 

 120.00 
7.50 
 
7.50 
 
25.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
£185.00  

Clerk 
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   on Boxing Day 
- Cleaning Pavilion on 16/1/23 

25.00 

Mr S Wightman Grounds maintenance (January 2023)   £722.68 
Mr P Dymond Cut back overgrown section of Footpath 22 at 

Putsborough end of Ramson Lane 
  £84.00 

Mr R Tucker Georgeham public toilet requisites 
Defibrillator cabinet 
Payment towards electric in connection with 
Georgeham nativity scene 

VAT 
99.64 

50.00 
423.20 
 
25.00 
 

 
 
 
£597.84 

DALC Balance of various training events   £24.00 
 

Ratification of the following payments made by the Parish Council’s Debit Card: 
 

EDF Energy Electricity supply to the car park, Georgeham   £78.21 
EDF Energy Electricity supply to Georgeham playing field   £25.20 
Arbmark Tree work – Jones’s Hill and Chapel Street   £2,202.00 

 

Proposed by Councillor Williams 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Young and unanimously agreed.  
 

The following Invoices, received on the day of the meeting, were approved: 
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks, seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously 
agreed.  
 

North Devon 
Council 

Emptying of dog bins – October – December 
2022 

   
£873.60 

Communities 
for Renewables 
CIC 

    
 
£2,400.00 

 
165.2  To set and agree the 2023/24 Precept and Budget.  Recommendations from the Finance 
Committee had been circulated to Councillors. 
 

County Councillor Mrs Maskell left the room while the Clerk’s salary was discussed under Part 
II Confidential for which separate Minutes were taken, and Councillors heard the 
recommendations from the Finance Committee.  
 

Proposed by Councillor Maddocks that the 2023/24 Precept is increased from £66,500.00 to 
£72,800.00 on the grounds of increased costs to run the Parish Council during the year. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Young and unanimously agreed. 
 

This would equate to an increase of approximately £6.00 per household per year.    
 

Proposed by Councillor Maddocks to agree the 2023/24 Budget including a review of the 
Clerk’s salary under Part II Confidential. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed.   
 
165.3  Referendum Limit 2023/24.  A ministerial statement has been provided that clarified there will 
be no Referendum Limit imposed on Town/Parish Councils in 2023/24. 
 

165.4  Notification of external auditor appointment for the 2022/23 financial year for the 5 year 
period until 2026/27.  To note that P K F Littlejohn LLP has been appointed following a procurement 
exercise to appoint auditors to each contract area. 
 
165.5  National Savings.  The Clerk has been asked to identify a different account with a more 
attractive interest rate. There is nothing to suggest this on the National Savings website.  
The interest rate on the Lloyds Bank Savings Account is 0.60%. 
The Cambridge Building Society offer 1% on Parish Council Savings Accounts. 
Lloyds Bank offer a fixed term deposit account but no interest rate is given until the money is ready to 
deposit and this depends on whether it is for 3, 6 9 or 12 months. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to 
complete 
forms and 
submit to 
NDC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 
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Parish Councils are restricted as to the type of account to open. 
The item was deferred to February pending receipt of the interest statement from National Savings.  
 

Agenda 

166. To consider responses to matters raised under Public Participation. 
166.1  Letter of complaint from a landowner regarding a Planning Application.  Minute No. 
158.3 refers.  
Councillor Beaumont read a proposed reply which was agreed by Councillors.  
 
166.2  Suggestion that the Parish Council purchases a piece of land in Moor Lane on safety 
grounds. 
The Clerk to reply to the person who made the suggestion, asking who owns the land and whether it 
was known if they would gift it or sell it. 
Councillors felt extending the footpath at this point would be beneficial.  
 

 
 
 
MB 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

167. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 15 December 2022.  
167.1 Request for two additional dog bins by the Ruda Ranger. 

The arrangement would be is that Ruda would purchase the two additional dog bins and Georgeham 
Parish Council would pay for the emptying, by including them on the list held by North Devon Council.   
 

One bin would be located at the end of FP19 - the middle part of beach and one at Beach Road 
where there are two existing bins.    
 

The Clerk to inform the Ruda Ranger that the Parish Council is willing to proceed on this basis. 
When they are in position, the Clerk to advise North Devon Council of the two additional bins to be 
serviced.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

167.2 Councillor Mrs Huggett is booked onto a Social Media Course as requested. 
 

 
167.3 Email from a resident regarding the Parish Council’s response to a planning application in 

relation to the Policies and details of the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan has been 
responded to. 
Councillor Beaumont explained the circumstances. 
 

 

167.4 Overgrown vegetation at Bay View Close fronting Croyde Road. 
North Devon Homes has been requested to deal with this to the left of the entrance. 
The Clerk had prepared letters for home owners 1 – 5 to the meeting for Councillor Maddocks to 
deliver. 
 

 
 
Clerk / SM 

168. Correspondence.   
168.1  Ordnance Survey.  Changes to the PSGA Member Licence.  The Parish Council is a member 
relating to Parish Online.  There is no action for Members to take in response to the updating the 
Licence. 
 

168.2  North Devon Community Emergency Planning and Flood Warning Training.  Tuesday 
28/3/23, 5-8pm at Weare Giffard Village Hall. 
Programme:  1. Introduction to Community Emergency Planning 
                       2.  An overview of the funding and support available 
                       3.  Flood Warden training or writing / updating your plan, with support 
 
 

168.3  DCC Highways.  Reference ENQ221547293 relating to the poor state of the road at Moor 
Lane following Airband installing cables.  Airband has carried out the repair.  The Clerk has made 
enquiries regarding the same problem at Down End. 
 

168.4  Croyde Ocean Triathlon – Sunday 2 July 2023.  Email from Race Director advising that 
Plastic Free North Devon (PFND) has recently acquired ownership of The Croyde Ocean Triathlon 
and the Exmoor Swim, the previous organisers now moving on to new projects. 
The profit from the event will be directly for PFND. 
A letter of support for the event is requested from the Parish Council in connection with the planned 
road closure, as has been the case in previous years when the event has been held.  
The location of the event is at Putsborough Beach and the close on Putsborough Road is planned 
from 7.45am to 12.15pm. 
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Councillors were in support of this event and a letter stating such to be sent.   
 
 

168.5  Outdoor Learning Permission.  Request for an individual who runs a tutoring business to 
conduct Forest School Sessions in Croyde Play Park, specifically in the tree area.  Natural resources 
will only be used and nothing will be left behind.  Fire will not be used and the teaching will involve 
how natural resources can be used. 
 

There would be 3 children and the tutor, once a week for between 1 – 2 hours.   
The tutor has all the specific insurances in place.  There is no financial gain as it is being done to 
complete their qualification.  
 

The Clerk to request copies of DBS check and any other relevant documentation for further 
consideration.  
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

169. Urgent items raised by the Chairman.  None. 
 

 
170. Items raised by Councillors / Clerk. 

170.1  Pavilion.  The cleaner has identified that the following items are not in place: 
Fire extinguisher, carbon monoxide alarm, fire blanket, emergency lighting, fire escape door, 
toilet roll holders, notice where switches to changing rooms are situated.  
 
Councillors considered that the fire escape would be via the kitchen if the windows were opened.  
 
Councillor Maddocks will request a company he deals with to carry out fire / safety checks. 
The Clerk to authorize the cleaner to purchase suitable toilet roll holders for which reimbursement will 
be made.    
 

170.2  Impact damage to Cemetery pillar.  Arrangements are being made for quotations to be 
provided which will then be sent to the third party’s insurance company. 
The Clerk to invite Paul Symonds and Chris Braund to give a quotation including an indication of the 
timescale before the work could be done.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SM  
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 

171. Part II Confidential.   
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks that the meeting go into Part II Confidential. 
Seconded by Councillor Taffinder and unanimously agreed.  
 

 

172. Date and time of next meeting:  Thursday, 16 February 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm. 
 

The meeting ended at 8.18pm. 
 

 

Summary of Decisions:  
Ø Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 December 2022 
Ø Planning 
Ø Payments including the ratification of payments made by the Parish Council’s debit 

card and invoices received on the day of the meeting 
Ø 2023/24 Precept to be increased from £66,500.00 to £72,800.00 
Ø 2023/24 Budget including a review of the Clerk’s salary under Part II Confidential 
Ø That the meeting went into Part II Confidential 

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Georgeham Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 


