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Minutes of Georgeham Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday, 30 March 2023 in 
Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm.  

 
Chaired by:  Councillor M Beaumont Clerked by:  Mrs Sue Squire 

 

 
 

Present:  Councillors 
 
M Beaumont 
Mrs E Huggett 
Mrs T Luxton 
S Maddocks 
M Taffinder 
Dr E Williams 
 
 
District Councillor Mrs J Chesters 
 
5 members of the public 
 
 

Agenda: - 
Representations from the public 
Apologies 
Declarations of Interest 
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council 
Meetings 
  held on 23 February 2023 & 16 March 2023 
Reports 
Planning 
Planning Correspondence 
Finance 
To consider responses to matters raised under Public 
  Participation 
Matters arising from the Minutes of the meeting held 
on 
  23 February 2023 
Correspondence 
Urgent items raised by the Chairman 
Items raised by Councillors / Clerk  
Clerk’s Training 
Part II Confidential 
Date of next meeting 

 
 

    
Action: 

 

199. Representations from the public.  
199.1  Planning 76847 – North Hole.  The applicant explained the reason for the application, and that it had been 
determined for approval by North Devon Council, the Parish Council not being a statutory consultee. 
 
199.2  The new owner of a 2 acre site at the top of Milkaway Lane had previously sent details of the new 
venture which had been circulated to Councillors for information. 
It is to be an agro forest gardening enterprise and the land is being cleared for a market garden specializing in 
vegetables and fruit in what is hoped to be a biological opportunity where the owner is fully aware of all the 
permissions that are required.   
 
Councillor Williams asked if the applicant was aware that the site was in the Area of Outstanding Beauty.  This was 
confirmed and would be respected.  
 
Councillor Mrs Huggett asked the time scale of the enterprise and was advised that it was hoped to grow some crops 
this year and improve the bacterial life of the soil.  Propogation would take place in January 2024. 
 
Councillor Beaumont drew the owner’s attention to the Georgeham Parish Neighbourhood Plan.    
 
199.3  Representations regarding recently carried out hedge cutting at Newberry Road, Georgeham. 
An email received objecting to this had been circulated to Councillors. 
The resident requested to see a document that proves the hedge falls within the property of the Council and the 
highway and stated that no permission to do the work had been sought from the nearby homeowners. 
It was claimed that the contractor had gone onto the resident’s property without permission and that the amount of 
cutting back was excessive.   The resident claimed that there was nothing dead in their garden overhanging Newberry 
Road and causing danger to anyone using Newberry Road and it was thought the only reason the contractors did the 
work they were asked to do was following a map being provided with red crosses showing the vegetation that had to 
be cut which the resident had not seen until after the work had been done. 
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If the situation was a real issue, the question was asked as to why this was not addressed when the new footpath was 
created. Furthermore, no one had questioned the situation in the last twenty years. 
 
It was requested that the hedge is reinstated with the home owner being advised of the details.   
 
Councillor Beaumont advised that the work had been done in good faith and that although it was not known who was 
living at the property, the Parish Council attempted to communicate. 
Councillor Beaumont also corrected assumptions between the Parish Council and the Community Land Trust (CLT), 
where the CLT had advised the Parish Council of information regarding the assessment of the potential access to a 
field which the CLT is looking at for the purpose of affordable housing. 
Councillor Beaumont also confirmed that the accusation of trespass will be followed up with the contractors.  
 
When the Parish Council was made aware of the problems with the hedge relating to visibility, some Councillors 
viewed the area and noticed a dead tree as well as considerable overgrowth.  It was not possible to determine if there 
was a stoned faced wall on the rest of the bank.  There was evidence of soil slippage and as a result of these details, 
the Parish Council took professional advice from contractors who were then instructed to cut back the overgrowth due 
to the instability of the bank.  The timing of this meant the work had to be carried out before the bird nesting season 
applied.   
 
Councillor Beaumont continued by saying that there was evidence the hedge had slumped over the years due to it not 
being professionally managed.  There had also been experience elsewhere in the Parish where there has been 
confusion over the maintenance of hedges that are the responsibility of DCC Highways who do not have funding to 
maintain them but the Parish Council can do this and the example of work outside the Kings Arms was given. 
There was regret that the matter was not brought to the Parish Council’s attention in November to allow more time 
ahead of the bird nesting season, but in context, it was felt the Parish Council did its best.  Apologies were expressed 
for the distress caused and Councillors will reflect on this for the future. 
 
199.2  A second email from a resident regarding vegetation work at Newberry Road had also been received. 
Councillor Beaumont to draft a letter to be sent to both residents.  
 
199.3  Email from a member of the public in relation to a Freedom of Information Act request.  
Councillor Beaumont advised that the Parish Council had previously responded to a Freedom of Information Act 
request informing that the recorded information had been provided. 
 
The Clerk to reply advising that no new points had been raised in the request and that the Parish Council had nothing 
further to say unless the Information Commissioner’s Office requests this.   
 
199.4  Email from a member of the public regarding the planned works at the Glebe Field. 
The supplied plan was not accepted. 
Councillor Gething is to meet with the residents to discuss further and the resident is to be advised of this as an initial 
response to this second email.   
 

200. Apologies.  Councillors R Tucker, Mrs J Young, J Gething.   
201. Declarations of Interest.  Councillor Beaumont declared a Prejudicial Interest in Minute No. 206.1. 

 
  

202. Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 February 2023 and 16 March 2023. 
23/2/23.   
 

Approved and signed as a correct record after it was noted in Minute No. 184.8 of 16/2/23 that the amount of 
£500, not £600.   
Proposed by Councillor Williams 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed.     
 

  

203. Reports.   
203.1 County Councillor Mrs P Maskell.  Not present.   
203.2 District Councillor Mrs J Chesters.     
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§ A nearby Parish has a ‘nest or basket’ swing, similar to the one for which the Clerk had requested a 
Community Councillor Grant for Georgeham Play Park which is very popular with children 

§ Planning and Licensing meetings had been attended   
§ A strong letter had been sent by the Parish Council to North Devon Council parking officers objecting to the 

proposed Off Street Parking Order in Croyde Car Park.  In addition, Councillor Mrs Chesters had also been 
emphatic about the problems of parking in Croyde.  As a result, the proposal in respect of Croyde Car Park 
had been squashed.  The plans for three spaces at car parks in Barnstaple and Ilfracombe were continuing 
to progress.     

§ Premises License Application at Sandleigh Tea Rooms, Moor Lane, Croyde.  A series of mediation meetings 
had been held and the issues which had been causing concern to Organisations, the Parish Council and 
residents had been resolved and as a result, no Hearing would be held.  Alcohol will be served between 
11am and 5pm, with the premises closing at 6pm.  There will be no off sales of alcohol, two entrances and 
exits at the property with none directly onto the road or beach, customers can only have alcohol if ordering 
food and music will not be amplified.  If there should be a reason for an amendment involving a TEN License 
(Temporary Event Notice), stakeholders will be advised.   
If there are any problems with licensing, a review can be requested.   

§ Councillor Mrs Chesters was coming to the end of her four year term of office as a District Councillor and had 
enjoyed every minute.  She had regretted not being able to attend meetings as often as she would have liked 
due to illness.  She enjoyed meeting people at the Annual Parish Meeting and hearing about the various 
village organisations.   

 

The Chairman responded by saying that the Parish Council has felt very supported by Councillor Mrs Chesters who 
has been interested in the concerns raised.   
 

203.3 Croyde Play Area – Councillor Taffinder. 
Play Area Inspections.  Nothing to report, all in order.   
 

  

203.4 Georgeham Play Park – Councillor Taffinder.  Nothing to report, all in order. 
 

  
203.5 Potholes – Councillor Taffinder.   There were currently three or four which were being dealt with.     
203.6 P3 Parish Paths Partnership – Councillor Mrs Young 

§ Fallen Tree across footpath behind The Croyde Bay Hotel.  It was noted that Ruda will be dealing with 
this.  

§ Devon County Council Public Rights of Way Department had given a grant of £500.00 towards P3 
work.  

 

  

203.7 Georgeham Defibrillator Check.  Done monthly and PC advised every 3 months.  January and February done. 
 

  
203.8 St George’s Churchyard.  The Clerk has circulated details of wording for Memorial Safety Testing to Councillors. 

Councillor Beaumont expanded on the details in respect of memorials that are leaning and what should happen in that 
respect.  
 
Councillor Beaumont had circulated a draft agreement and in discussions with PCC asked them to recommend a 
surveyor to inspect the walls and the details provided.  As a follow up, the Clerk had contacted Mr Sam Percival of 
Building Conservation Services who had given an estimate as follows: 
 
The cost to survey the church boundary will be in the region of £800 - £1,000 in total 
 
The cost to survey the hedge bank at Newberry Road to be in the region of £500 - £600 in total to include 
professional opinion and status and how to maintain it in the future. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to accept both quotations. 
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.  
 
The grass cutting has not yet been agreed.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

 

204. Planning.  The following Applications were considered: Clerk  
204.1 76805 – Alterations to existing dwelling – Pebbledown, 24 Moor Lane, Croyde, EX33 1NN 

Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to recommend approval. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed.   
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204.2 76847 – Prior notification for erection of earth bank slurry store – North Hole Farm, Georgeham, EX33 1JQ 
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application and as advised in Representations from 
the public, planning consent had been given.   Been passed. 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton to respond: 
Although the Parish Council is not a statutory consultee, the applicant attended the Parish Council meeting 
and Councillors were satisfied with the background information provided. 
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.     

  

204.3 76863 – Application for Lawful Development Certificate seeking confirmation that development under 
planning application 70887 (conversion of redundant agricultural building to one dwelling) has commenced 
within the required timeframe – Darracott House, Georgeham, EX33 1JY 
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application.  
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Huggett to respond: 
This is not something the Parish Council is aware of and the Parish Council will verify if the statement is 
correct. 
Seconded by Councillor Williams and unanimously agreed.   

  

204.4 76865 – Application for a lawful development certificate for proposed installation of 14 solar panels & 
associated equipment to dwelling – Beren, 12 Watery Lane, Croyde, EX33 1NQ 
The Parish Council is not a statutory consultee for this application 
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont to respond: 
The Parish Council has no concerns in relation to this. 
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.   

  

205. Planning Correspondence.    
205.1  The following North Devon Council Decision Notices were noted: 
Approvals for: 

§ 76331 – Extension to existing property – 8 Leadengate Fields, Croyde, EX33 1PB 
§ 76030 – Extension & alteration to Sealawn building, including new hard landscaping – Croyde Bay 

Holidays, Beach Road, Croyde, EX33 1NZ 
§ 76464 – Proposed balcony to rear of property – 9 Bay View Close, Croyde, EX33 1FL 
§ 76641 – Approval of details in respect of discharge of condition 4 (LEMP) attached to planning 

permission 72958 (erection of 2 No. dwellings with garaging and shared vehicular access) – 
Mandalay, Georgeham, EX33 1JZ 

§ 74850 – Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 2 new dwellings (amended plans) (further 
amended plans) – Lace House, Croyde, EX33 1NH 

 
205.2  Withdrawn Applications: 

§ 76265 – Application for a lawful development certificate for existing use of land for equestrian and 
stable buildings – land adjacent Hole Cleave Road, Darracott. 

§ 75262 – Replacement of existing holiday chalet with single storey dwelling – 8 Leadengate Fields, 
Croyde, EX33 1PB 

 
205.3  Enforcement. 
On the day of the meeting, the Enforcement Department had sent the following email regarding Croyde Bay Camp 
Site. 
In terms of your concerns the planning officer and I agree that it would not be expedient to pursue the 
storage of the temporary mobile reception block. 
 
Its noted that this is not a building or a structure as per the plans approved in this location but a much 
smaller temporary siting of a mobile unit that is utilised on site during the season. 
 
We had previously spoken with the owner who sought our guidance on siting the reception unit temporarily 
in this position due to unforeseen circumstances.  We accepted this was a temporary measure and 
reminded the owner that as per planning all the units should be removed from the land at the end of the 
season.  
 
There is minimal impact on the local amenity and as consideration of a larger structure has been 
authorised and approved we maintain our view that this is not expedient. 
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We understand there are frustrations in the community about this site and the owner however, we will 
continue to monitor the site but we will not be taking any further action at this time. 
 

This item was further discussed under Minute No. 211.1. 
 

206. Finance. 
 

Balances:  Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 30/3/23:    £3,788.69 
Lloyds Bank Instant Access Savings Account as at 30/3/23: £52,661.72 
 

  

206.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
206.2 
 
 
 
206.3 
 
 
 

The following payments were approved by BACS: 
Proposed by Councillor Williams 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Luxton and unanimously agreed. 

Mrs S Squire Broadband 
Photocopying 
Mileage 20/2/23 (Licensing); 16/3/23 (APM); 
30/3/23 (Parish Council Meeting) 

  
 

Approved 
by the 
Chairman 

North Devon Council Salary recharge for March 2023 Checked 
for 

Previous 
Month by 

Chairman 

Mr T Squire Cleaning public toilets at Georgeham (March 
23) 
Cleaning Pavilion (2 visits) 

 £120.00 
£50.00 

£170.00 

Mr S Wightman Grounds maintenance (March 2023) 
Other work at the Glebe Field car park; behind 
toilets & bus stop in 2022 

 722.68 
2,397.60 

 
£3,120.28 

Georgeham Village Hall Hire of Hall for meetings from January to March 
2023 

  £66.00 

Cllr M Beaumont 
Prejudicial interest 
declared 

Expenses in connection with Annual Parish 
Meeting refreshments  
(No charge for monthly refreshments) 

  £17.70 

Bay Gardens 1st payment for grass cutting contract 2023   £980.00 
Suber Greenspace Work at Newberry Road   £630.00 
Breakthrough 
Communications 

One to One social media training – Cllr Mrs 
Huggett and the Parish Clerk 

  £162.00 

DALC Parish Clerk – Preparing for Elections Training   £36.00 
South West Water Water supply at the Cemetery, taken on 1/2/23 

Water supply at the toilets, taken on 1/2/23 
  £9.92 

£103.84 
 
Ratification of the following payments made by the Parish Council’s Debit Card: 
Proposed by Councillor Beaumont, seconded by Councillor Williams and unanimously agreed.  
 

EDF Energy Electricity supply to the car park, Georgeham   £95.80 
Amazon Flipchart Pad for Annual Parish Meeting 

Permanent Marker Pens for Annual Parish 
Meeting 

  
 

£9.75 
£15.98 

 

An Invoice from Woodcraft UK Limited in respect of a Waveform Seat to the memory of the late Mr G Jones, 
to be placed in Georgeham Playing Field, ordered by Councillor Tucker and the funds to come from part of 
the Legacy left to the Parish Council had been sent in November 2022 but due to miscommunication, this had 
not been paid.   
Proposed by Councillor Maddocks that the Invoice, amounting to £3,457.44 was paid. 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs Huggett and unanimously agreed.   
 
Croyde Bus Shelter.  It was noted that an advance of £1,000.00 had been paid and the contractor will be starting the 
work shortly. 
 
Georgeham Village Hall.  Notification of a price rise in hiring fees with effect from 1/4/23 to £20.00. 
Additional small planning meetings will be charged at £12. 
The rates have not changed for 5 years and the rates will be revisited in 2025.  
 

Clerk 
 
Clerk to 
check 
with Cllr 
Tucker 
regarding 
ownership 
of bench 
near 
Clifton 
Court 
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206.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
206.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
206.6 
 
 
 
 
206.7 
 
 
 
 
 
206.8 

2023/24 Audit.  In preparation for this, the Clerk had circulated the Asset Register for Councillors to check that the 
details are in order and approve at this meeting.  
The following to be added: 

§ Waveform seat at Georgeham Playing Field in memory of the late Mr G Jones 
§ 4 dog waste bins at Moor Lane 
§ New bus shelter at Croyde 
§ The Lodge in Georgeham Playing Field to be renamed the John Symonds Pavilion 
§ The surface of Georgeham Car Park to be included  

 

The Clerk is obtaining an alternative quotation from Thomas Westcott for the internal audit. 
 
Pod-Point Electric Vehicle Charging Station in Georgeham Car Park.  It was noted that an invoice from the Parish 
Council has been submitted to Pod-Point relating to electricity used from July 2017 to February 2022 amounting to 
£1,989.74 which the Parish Council has previously paid for.  
This has been rejected as it includes VAT which the Parish Council can reclaim, and a revised invoice is being raised 
and submitted.  
 

Income.  Donations of £1,200.00 and £200.00 have been received for the upkeep of Georgeham Churchyard. Letters 
of thanks have been sent.  
 

EDF Energy Alternative Fuel Payment eligibility.  An eligible business payment will be seen as a Bill Adjustment on 
the account between 27/2/23 and 10/3/23 amounting to £150.00. 
 
Non-Domestic Rates.  It was noted that the documents received from North Devon Council relating to Georgeham 
Public Conveniences and Georgeham Cemetery show a nil amount payable with Public Convenience 100% relief of 
£204.80 credit applied and Small Business Rate Relief of £641.84 and a transitional adjustment of £19.34, totalling a 
credit of £641.84 applied. 
 

Quotation received from Matt Osborne.  This was noted.  An acknowledgement to be sent advising the matter was 
on hold.   
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

207. To consider responses to matters raised under Public Participation. 
207.1  Newberry Road Hedge.  Councillor Beaumont to prepare a draft response to both individuals which will be 
circulated to Councillors for approval before sending.  
 
207.2  Freedom of Information Act Request.  The Clerk to respond as directed. 
 
207.3  Glebe Field.  The resident to be advised that Councillor Gething will be in contact. 
 

 
 
MB / 
Clerk 
Clerk 
 
JG 
 

 

208. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the meeting held on 23 February 2023.   
209.1 Additional Dog Bins.  The Ruda Ranger has been advised that the Parish Council will pay for the emptying of two 

extra dog bins which Ruda will purchase.  
 

  

209.2 Sandleigh Tea Rooms License Application.  Representations have been made to North Devon Council Licensing 
Department.   This item was covered under District Councillor Mrs Chester’s Report.  
 

  

209.3 Licensing of the Rev Tim Solosy as Priest-in-Charge of St George’s & St Mary’s Churches.  The Parish Clerk 
represented the Parish Council on 20/2/23 and gave a verbal welcome during the service.  
 

  

210. Correspondence.   
210.1  Airband.  Road closure: Georgeham Road, Cross, Georgeham, EX33 1PL. 
From 51.130125, -4.2144933 
To     51.130194, -4.2141272 
 

Regarding the removal of a telegraph pole, the Clerk to enquire if this is the one near The New Rectory and if so, 
suggest that it is reset further back to allow a continuation of the footpath.  
 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

 

211. Urgent items raised by the Chairman.  
211.1  Email from North Devon Council Enforcement Department, detailed under Minute No. 205.3. 
District Councillor Mrs Chesters to be asked to take this up on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

 
 
Clerk 

 

212. Items raised by Councillors / Clerk.   
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212.1  Parish Clerk.  Reported a light not working in Georgeham car park.  The electrician has checked the unit 
which was under warranty and is not satisfied with the quality of the product.  He will be replacing all the units for a 
more durable product and an appropriate refund will be made for the faulty units.  
 
212.2  Councillor Beaumont has received representations for the replacement of the village notice board on Davids 
Hill due to it being in a poor, unrepairable state. 
The Clerk had circulated suitable products and the preference was for an oak unlocked notice board.    
 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Luxton to order an oak notice board from Greenbarnes at a cost of £1,178.80 ex 
VAT. 
Seconded by Councillor Maddocks and unanimously agreed.   
To be delivered to Councillor Maddocks.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 

213. Clerk’s Training.  The Clerk is booked onto the following free courses delivered by Scribe: 
§ Clerking in Action. 18/4/23 
§ VAT compliance for Local Councils:  Best Practices and Common Pitfalls.  10/5/23 
§ Local Council Accounts - From Zero to Hero.  24/5/23 
§ Legal Armour for Parish & town Councils:  5 key documents your Council needs and why.  16/6/23 

 

  

214. Part II Confidential.  The meeting did not go into Part II Confidential.  
 

  
215. Date of next meeting:  Thursday, 27 April 2023 in Georgeham Village Hall at 6pm. 

 

The Meeting ended at 7.48pm. 
 

  

Summary of Decisions:  
Ø Minutes of the Parish Council Meetings held on 16 February 2023 and 16 March 2023 
Ø Quotations from Building Conservation Services to survey the boundary walls of St George’s 

Churchyard and the hedge at Newberry Road 
Ø Planning 
Ø Payments 
Ø Oak unlocked notice board from Greenbarnes to replace the one that is no longer in good 

condition 

 
Ø  

These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record. 
 

 
 

Signed: 
Chair of Georgeham Parish Council. 

Date: 
 
 
 

 
 

 


